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Kosmoski To Lead Chiefs
Richard J. Kosmoski of Parlin has been 

selected to lead the New Jersey Fire Chiefs 
Alliance.  The Alliance is comprised of the 
top 3 fire chief’s associations in the state, 
including the NJ Career Fire Chiefs, NJ State 
Fire Chiefs Association, and NJ Volunteer 
Fire Chiefs Association.  The combined 
membership is over 2,000 active and former 
fire chiefs.

The NJ Alliance Fire Chiefs Alliance 
was formed 5 years ago to focus on stra-
tegic goals that would benefit firefighters.  
The Alliance became a focal point to air 
concerns jointly, rather than each individual 
organization working on their own.  The 
Alliance supports legislation that is in the 
best interest of the fire service and does not 
discriminate between volunteer and career.  

All firefighters are considered professional 
firefighters whether they be volunteer, career, 
or on-call paid.

Kosmoski is the current president of 
the NJ Volunteer Fire Chiefs Association, 
a position he has held for the past 11 years.  
He represents volunteer fire chiefs from 
throughout the State of NJ in all aspects 
pertaining to firematics.  This includes 
legislation, firefighter safety, and survival, 
benefits packages, and the general well being 
of firefighters.

Kosmoski is an active member of the 
Sayreville Fire Dept. for over 30 years, and 
is a past chief of the President Park Ind. 
Fire Co.

Steve Doyle of South Amboy serves as 
2nd Vice President.

McCarrick Gets 
Grant 

Cardinal McCarrick High School has 
received a $50,000 grant to complete Phase 
2 of its Research Skills Development project. 
The grant is the second awarded to the high 
school by the Theresa and Edward O’Toole 
Foundation. 

“Students today need to have exemplary 
research skills to succeed in college, so we 
are assuring that we have the technology 
and the programs to provide those skills,” 
said Jean Kline, principal of Cardinal Mc-
Carrick. “This grant will definitely enable us 
to expand students’ research skills.”

In Phase 1 of the project, a $10,000 
grant from the O’Toole Foundation made it 
possible for the high school to complete the 
installation of a technology lab, and purchase 
interactive whiteboards, an LCD projector 
and laptops. With the second grant MCHS 
will acquire additional laptop computers 
as well as renew and expand its database 
subscriptions, and buy more ebooks.

“It is critical that in doing research, 
students have access to credible sources, and 
not utilize the easiest accessible, yet often 
unreliable information on the web,” Kline 
said. “We found that after we added research 
development to our curriculum, student pa-
pers improved and grades increased.”

Ed Zurawski, a History teacher at the 
school agreed saying, “there has been a clear 
improvement in overall performance since 
day one of our program. Hopefully this will 
continue as our students benefit from every 
advantage we can afford them.” 

According to Kline, with its latest grant, 
Cardinal McCarrick will be able to renew 
13 Facts on File as well as other databases 
which the state made available to New Jersey 
libraries until this past July when funding 
stopped. In addition, the principal said the 
high school will subscribe to additional 
databases. 

Zurawski said the grant will definitely 
“help students at CMHS engage in a hands-
on learning experience which will greatly 
improve their research skills.”

O’Connor Honored
By Mary Ellen Brantley

Bridget O’Connor, CIO and Managing 
Director of global business continuity for 
Lehman Brothers, was named as one of the 
100 most influential women in New York by 
Crain’s New York Business Publication.  In 
this role O’Connor’s responsibilities extend 
to the company’s presence worldwide as 
well as broad responsibility for setting the 
technology direction that powers the firm’s 
global initiatives. 

Bridget O’Connor, daughter of Fran and 
Jim Beshada of South Amboy and mother 
of Lauren Frances O’Connor and Ian Henry 
O’Connor, has an affinity for technology that 
goes way back. In high school her family 
nicknamed her “Gadget” because she had 
to have the latest technology toy out there. 
When she got her first car she asked her 
grandfather to show her how to put new 
brakes on it. With his instruction she got 
under the car and installed the brakes. There 
was nothing she wouldn’t try. Bridget’s talent 
for tinkering extended to learning about and 
playing with the first versions of the personal 
computer. Ms. O’Connor said, “I like creat-
ing things, fixing things and understanding 
how things work and I had every gadget 
known to man.”   

O’Connor’s focus is always on the 
bottom line. Before most other people even 
think about it she is asking herself and 
encouraging her staff to ask the “What if” 
questions. This focus helped her to initiate 
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South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (c) presents the trophy for the best decorated truck 
to Protection Company firefighters Frank Greco (l) and Jamie Norek (r), at the City of 
South Amboy’s Annual Tree Lighting ceremony.  Holiday music by DJ Tony G. and live 
performances by several community groups, helped to get local residents in the holiday 
spirit.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Veteran Jerry Foy gets ready to toss a memorial wreath into the Raritan Bay, as Commander 
Bob “Zak” Sekerak and members of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South 
Amboy remember deceased veterans during the Legion’s Annual Pearl Harbor Mermorial 
Service at the South Amboy Boat Ramp.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  Bridget O’Connor

Wisniewski Safety 
Bill Advances

 A bill Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski 
to create a statewide bridge safety program, 
has advanced.  Wisniewski introduced the 
bill following the bridge collapse on August 
1 in Minnesota.

“We have a responsibility to the 5.9 
million licensed drivers in NJ to ensure the 
continued safety and structural integrity of 
our state’s bridge network,” said Wisniewski, 
chairman of the Assembly Transportation 
and Public Works Committee.  “Preparation 
will help prevent catastrophic failures in the 
future.”  Wisniewski’s measure (A-4601) 
would direct the Center for Advanced In-
frastructure and Transportation at Rutgers 
University to establish a “New Jersey Bridge 
Safety Program.”  Specifically, the program 
would enhance the understanding of bridge 
performance and degradation, foster the 
development of improved bridge design 
methods and performance predictions, and 
identify the best methods for building, testing 
and repairing the state’s bridges.  The mea-
sure appropriates $500,000 for the creation 
of a grant center to defray the cost of starting 
the program and at least $1 million in future 
annual grant funding to support the center’s 
program implementation.

Wisniewski stated that, “New Jersey’s 
driving public deserves to know the spans 
they cross are safe.”  The committee unani-
mously released the measure.  It now heads 
to the Assembly Speaker, who decides if and 
when to post it for a floor vote. 

continued on page 12
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Major Jack O’Connell (r) accepts the Harmon Award for Outstanding Reserve Judge Advocate 
of the Year from Maj Gen Jack Rives, the Judge Advocate General of the Air Force. Jack 
also serves as a South Amboy Councilman, Congratulations! 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Happy 30th Birthday
Happy belated birthday wishes go out 

to Rob Sekerak, who celebrated his 30th 
birthday on Dec. 1st!  Also congratulations 
to Rob and Joann Sekerak on their wedding, 
which was held on Nov. 30th!
Popowski Connection

For all of you local trivia buffs, Lenny 
Popowski, who was featured in a story 
last month is the nephew of the late Eddie 
“Buddy” Popowski, who was with the Boston 
Red Sox organization for 64 years.
Thank You, Bonnie

A special thank you goes out to one of 
Sayreville’s finest historians, Bonnie Downs 
for giving me a copy of the first-ever Sayre-
ville High School newspaper, “Echo-Lites” 
dated February 1940.  It’s certainly an artifact 
I will treasure!
Hello, Dan!

It was great to see former South Amboy 
resident Dan Cheeseman at St. Mary Church 
recently.  Dan, a retired pilot from the U.S. 
Air Force, told me that he had been away 
from South Amboy for 40 years.  We were 
teammates on Joe McCarthy’s legendary 
Mechanicsville Babe Ruth League cham-
pionship club in ‘65.
In Memoriam

Elizabeth “Betty” Anne Krainski, 57, 
formerly of Sayreville died on Oct. 28.  She 
was the former owner of Krainski’s Tavern 
for 15 years.  Cheryl Poore, 50, of Sayre-
ville died on Nov. 21.  She was secretary 
for the Sayreville Board of Education for 
2 years prior to her retirement, and also 
past president of the Sayreville Touchdown 
Club.  Pauline Blaska Novik, 90, formerly 
of Sayreville died on Nov. 28.  Prior to her 
retirement, she was a fourth grade teacher 
at St. Stanislaus Kostka School, and was the 
school’s first lay teacher.  Douglas A. Nilsen 
Sr., formerly of South Amboy died on Dec. 
2.  He was a plumber for over 40 years, and 
co-owner operator of N.A. Nilsen and Son 
Inc. of South Amboy.

They will never be forgotten for their 
goodness.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Served as chairman of South Amboy’s 

50th Anniversary Celebration in 1958?  
a.William “Doc” O’Leary b.John McCloud 
c.John Everitt

2.This tree service was located in Mor-
gan in 1979?  a.Topper’s b.Rondeau & Son 
c.Tom Thumb

3.South Amboy’s last female coun-
cilperson was?  a.Claire Reilly b.Beverly 
Samuelson c.Erma Brown

4.In ‘79, National Lead Industries was 
located on?  a.Jernee Mill Rd. b.Washington 
Rd. c.Chevalier Ave.

5.President of South Amboy Ro-
tary Club in 1962?  a.Daniel Zack b.Joe 
Wojciechowski c.John Sutliff

6.This barber shop was located at Bur-
lew Pl. & Bordentown Ave., Parlin in ‘75?  
a.Vince’s b.Albert’s c.Harry’s

7.In ‘74, he was elected South Amboy 
City Council President for the second year?  
a.Stanley Jankowski b.Robert Leslie c.James 
Inman

8.Sayreville’s Director, Civil Defense 
in 1975?  a.Herbert Bright b.Robert Waitt 
c.Joseph Scanlon

9.Mayor of South Amboy in ‘63?  a.P. 
Joseph Rush b.Joseph Charmello c.Richard 
Schultz

10.Chariperson of Sayreville’s Envi-
ronmental Commission in ‘82?  a.Andree 
Cowan b.Stanley Scibek c.John Lapa

11.Where was the Gaslight located in 
South Amboy?  a.Broadway b.Stevens Ave. 
c.John St.

12.President of the Sayreville Little 
League in 1982?  a.Bob Vermeal b.Joe 
Krzyzkowski c.Ed Condiracci

Answers
1a 2b 3b 4c 5a 6c 7c 8a 9b 10b 11c  

12a.
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David Nieratko, owner of Sayreville Bar & Restaurant pours a beer from the tap at his 
fine establishment, located at 7 Cecelia St., Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Sayreville Bar & Restaurant
Catering by Culinary Classics

Sayreville Bar & Restaurant Cater-
ing by Culinary Classics is located at 7 
Cecelia St., Sayreville.  Phone numbers: 
732-257-4110 or 732-257-4471.  Web-
sites: www.sayrebar.com and also www.
jerseycatering.com.

This historic Sayreville landmark was 
founded over 50 years ago by the Mayer 
Family.  It was purchased by Dave and 
Julia Nieratko in April 2005.  Nestled in 
a quiet neighborhood, the Sayreville Bar 
& Restaurant is not only a local favorite, 
but a destination restaurant for diners 
seeking delicious food and gracious hos-
pitality.  Along with the extensive menu 
offered, the chef is continuously creating 
tasty new appetizers and entrees that will 
satisfy any palate.

“We pride ourselves on our well-
stocked bar and worldly selections of 
beer, wine and liquors; so relax in style 
and treat yourself to one of Sayreville 
Bar’s delicious and unique cocktails cre-
ated by our talented, friendly bartenders.  
Gather with friends to watch your favorite 
sports teams or come by for the daily 
Happy Hour and unwind after work.  On 
weekends, we offer Live Entertainment.  
There is always something going on here, 
stop by today!”

Dave began his career at Sayreville 
Bar in 1986.  It was here that he decided 
to pursue a career in the hospitality busi-

ness.  He graduated with honors from 
the Culinary Institute of America in 
Hyde Park, NY in 1991.  After owning 
a successful catering business in South 
Jersey, he accepted an offer to purchase 
the Sayreville Bar & Restaurant.  Dave 
felt it was the perfect opportunity to move 
his family back “home.”

He now looks forward to applying 
his knowledge and experience to the 
restaurant business, while upholding the 
reputation the Sayreville Bar & Restaurant 
has earned throughout the years.  Keep 
an eye out on the back page of The SA 
Times each month for new menu items, 
specials, coupons and upcoming special 
events!

The in-house bake shop features a 
wide variety of tasty treats, and its deco-
rated sheet cakes are truly works of art!

When planning your next special oc-
casion, don’t forget Catering by Culinary 
Classics.  “We offer an extensive array 
of services from pick-up trays to fully 
planned receptions.  Culinary Classics is 
known for exquisite cuisine and impec-
cable service.  Our menus are tailored to 
accommodate any event, while remaining 
flexible to meet your specific requirements 
and requests.  We strive for perfection and 
look forward to making your celebration 
an event to remember.”  Call 732-257-
4110 or 732-257-4471.

Smith Still #1
According to a recent listing by the U.S. 

Census Bureau, Smith is still the top surname 
in America with 2,376,202.  Following to 
round out the Top 10 are: Johnson, Wil-
liams, Brown, Jones, Miller, Davis, Garcia, 
Rodriguez, and Wilson.

Other surnames rapidly rising include: 
Martinez #11, Hernandez #15, Lopez #21. 
Gonzalez #23, Nguyen #57 and Patel 
#172.

Trip To AC
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to Atlantic City on Sunday, February 
10, 2008. The group will be going to the 
Tropicana Casino. The cost of the trip is 
$25.00 and includes $10.00 in cash and a 
musical show entitled How Sweet It Is. The 
bus departs from OLV lower parking lot at 
11AM and will return approximately at 9PM. 
For further information or to book the trip 
contact Jack at (732) 254-7263.
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30th Anniversary-Joan Antonucci, owner of New Life Books & Bibles, located at 123 
North Broadway, South Amboy, is pictured in her outstanding store, which opened its door 
for the first time on December 8, 1978.  New Life Books & Bibles has a huge assortment 
of great items, including religious articles, greeting cards, jewelry, collectibles, Webkinz, 
and much more.  Joan said that, “God wanted me here.  I love what I do.  It’s ministry.  I 
love working with people and at the same time, I’m serving God.”  Congratulations, Joan!  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Yearbook-Sayreville 1962
By Tom Burkard

In early September 1961, the Sayreville 
High School Class of ‘62 returned for its final 
scholastic year.  “Michael” (You remember 
the song that goes, ‘Michael rowed the boat 
ashore, alleluia’) by the Highwaymen topped 
radio stations, and kids sang along as they 
listened to their transistors.

At Sayreville High, the yearbook, cel-
ebrating its 20th year of publication, was 
dedicated to Alma Mater.  Editors-In-Chief 
were August Oppel and Doris Chudkowski.  
The school principal was Margaret Walsh.  
Some fine teachers were Patricia Defort, 
Laverne Gavron, Lois Jankowski, John 
Gutkowski, Vincent Modzelewski, Joseph 
Ziemba.  

Senior Class Officers were President 
Raymond Fielek; VP-Joseph Klosek; Sec.-
Jacqueline Chrzan; Treas.-Christine Kapler.  
Ronald Zeh was Student Council President 
and Jean Puchala was Vice-President.

Some of the Class of ‘62 selected ran-
domly included: Helen Beck, Linda Beatty, 
Rosemary Buchanan, Carol Chlebowski, 
Roberta Conover, Edward Darbowski, Diane 
Dill, Harold Dill, Judith Dieker, Dominick 
DiMattio, Carol Dobrzynski, George Dusko, 
Beverly Estok, Phyllis Goble, Betty Hand-
ville, Veronica Grzyb, Elke Holley, Grace 
Holsworth, Arthur Hoover, Carol Kabara, 
Delia Jones, Janet Hudak, Maureen Kehoe, 
Robert Kaufhold, Robert Kirchner, Richard 
Kulesa, Geraldine Krzyzkowski, James 
Lynch, Joseph McAllister, Elaine Marchut, 
Georgiann Mershon, Don McDonald, 
Jerilyn McCarthy, Ruth Michaels, Judith 
McNearny, Bruce Miklaszewski, Veronica 
Modzelewski, Geraldine Mroczkowski, 
Rudolph Mueller III, Ronald Nadeau, Mary 
Murphy, John Rapp, Thomas Pavlik, Arlene 
Ostrowski, Peter P. O’Such Jr., Peter T. 
O’Such, Helen Pololak, Joyce Prusik, John 
Rojewski, Gerald Sabo, Donald Seiser, Carol 
Shork, Carol Smith, James Smith, Rosemarie 
Solook, Patricia Stanik, Theresa Suchciki, 
Michael Turback, Leah Turner, Gerald Un-
kel, Joan Witkowski, Marie Zebro, Richard 

Zdan, Constance Zukowski.
In ‘62, there were many big events 

happening in the world, such as John Glenn 
orbiting the earth 3 times in “Friendship 7;” 
The Seattle World’s Fair opened; Johnny 
Carson replaced Jack Paar on the “Tonight 
Show.”

The Bombers had many talented senior 
athletes including Vincent Attardi, Earl 
Baker, John Barko, Joseph Blaszka, David 
Boshko, Robert Brown, Richard Conover, 
William Coward, Joseph Demetski, William 
Eppinger, Raymond Fielek, Daniel Harvey, 
David Kane, Edward Kephart, Joseph 
Klosek, Stephen Longo Jr., Thomas Lewis, 
Tony Nicorvo, Michael Olszewski, Edward 
Rock, Robert Sacher, Thomas Snyder, Ed-
ward Thalmann, Don Tremel.  Tri-captains 
of the football squad that finished (3-6) were 
William Pogers, Ronald Skwira, and Steve 
Shigas.  Paul Weiss and Ernest Adell were 
co-captains of the wrestling team.  1962 
marked the final year of basketball in the old 
school gym, and the boys’ team had a rough 
(4-17) record.  Mary Jane Olsen and Nancy 
Plewa were co-captains of the cheerleaders.  
Theresa Check was Majorette.

On Graduation Day, “I Can’t Stop Lov-
ing You” by Ray Charles was the #1 song 
in the land.  There were 155 graduates, and 
Delia Jones was Valedictorian, Mary Ro-
manski the Salutatorian and Peter P. O’Such 
Jr., Terterian.

Sayreville High School’s Class of 
1962 was a fine all-around group of young 
adults. 

This Issue is 
Dedicated in 
Memory of 

Theresa Lovely
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Meinzer On TV

Krysta Meinzer, daughter of former 
South Amboy Councilman Chet Meinzer 
and Judy Kurowsky Meinzer recently ap-
peared on cable TV network MTVU in 
North Carolina.

Meinzer, who resides in Hendersonville, 
NC, was on the program “Cause Effect” 
which highlights college students who are 
involved in community service.

Krysta is the reigning “Miss Hender-
sonville,” and was featured for her volunteer 
work with the American Red Cross.  She has 
volunteered with the Hendersonville chapter 
of the Red Cross for several years.  A senior 
communication major at Lenoir-Rhyne Col-
lege, she has also volunteered with Catawba 
Valley Chapter of the Red Cross.

She became interested in blood dona-
tions at a young age, because her mother 
donated blood for Krysta’s grandfather 
when he was a leukemia patient.  Krysta 
never knew her grandfather, who died at 
age 44.  Her family’s story inspired her to 
get involved and help others in need through 
blood donation.  She first donated blood at 
age 17 in high school, and since has given 
blood regularly.

As a candidate for the Miss Hender-
sonville contest, she needed a platform, 
and chose the idea of blood donation.  She 
has volunteered about 150 hours with the 
Hendersonville Red Cross chapter this past 

year.  Krysta visited different blood drives 
each week, and also has taught elementary, 
middle school and high school students about 
the importance of blood donation.

Last summer she organized her own 
blood drive as part of the Red Cross’ Blood 
Stock Program.  Through the program, high 
school and college students are encouraged 
to organize blood drives during the summer.  
Two students are chosen randomly for a col-
lege scholarship from the participants.

MTVU was looking for college students 
who are active with non-profit organiza-
tions, and she filled out a form, e-mailed it, 
and was quickly selected to appear on the 
show.  The film crew spent 2 days record-
ing her on the Lenoir-Rhyne campus and in 
Hendersonville.  They followed her as she 
attended a blood drive, talked with middle 
school students and relaxed at home.

Meinzer is currently editor of the 
Lenoir-Rhynean student newspaper.  After 
graduation, she plans to pursue a career in 
the communications field.  She is currently 
hoping for an internship with an Asheville, 
NC TV station.  Congratulations on all of 
your efforts to help others! 

Krysta Meinzer
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Rosarian of the Year-Stella Misiewicz (r), 
was honored as “Rosarian of the Year” by 
the Rosary Altar Society of St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Church.  Pastor Kenneth Murphy 
(l) congratulates, Stella, who is one of the 
Borough of Sayreville’s most-energetic and 
respected residents.

Misiewicz: Rosarian 
Of The Year

By Tom Burkard  
Sayreville’s Stella Misiewicz is totally 

dedicated to her community and involved 
in many activities and organizations, which 
include being a member of the Rosary Altar 
Society for 40 years, where she has served 
as president for 4 years, and was previously 
selected Rosarian of the Year.  Last year, 
Misiewicz was selected Senior of the Year by 
the Sayreville Knights of Columbus.  Stella 
has been on the Recreation Advisory Board 
for 35 years; a member of the Shade Tree 
Commission; the Sayreville Day Committee; 
the VFW Ladies Auxiliary.  She also enjoys 
volunteering to help elderly neighbors do 
chores, and visits senior citizens homes.  
She always volunteers at parish events, and 
is famous for cooking her delicious Polish 
food at carnivals, bingo nights and other St. 
Stan’s Parish events.  Congratulations Stella, 
on your tremendous accomplishments, and 
especially your dedication to helping others 
in need.  You have certainly made this world 
a brighter and better place!  God bless!   

Absolute
By Al Gomolka Jr.

SA Times Poet Laureate
c.2007

As the vultures crave their meat
And the king rules from his seat
Autumn leaves will surely fall
Mighty death does take us all

Truisms may change co factually
You may believe miraculously

But one sure thing you can compute
Jesus’ love is absolute!

March For Life 
The Knights of Columbus OLV Coun-

cil #2061 will be sponsoring a bus trip to 
Washington D.C. to participate in the An-
nual March For Life on Tuesday, January 
22, 2008. This will be the 35th year of this 
march to repeal the 1973 Roe vs. Wade Su-
preme Court decision that made abortion on 
demand the law of the land. There will be a 
6:30 AM Mass at the council home followed 
by a light continental breakfast. Lunch is also 
included. The bus will depart the Council 
home located at 775 Washington Road, Parlin 
promptly at 7:45 AM. A minimum donation 
of $20 ($10 for students) is requested to help 
defray costs. For further information about 
the trip or to reserve a seat, please contact 
Michael Yetsko at (732)727-7639.

Handel’s Messiah 
Please join the Saint Mary Chamber 

Orchestra and Choral Society for their annual 
performance of George Frederick Handel’s 
Messiah, on Saturday December 15th, led 
by award-winning conductor, Christopher 
M.C. Deibert. This wonderful candlelit 
concert starts at 7:00PM in the beautiful 
Victorian-gothic setting of St. Mary Church, 
256 Augusta St. South Amboy, NJ. Suggested 
donation is $10. For more information call 
732-721-0179.
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The South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 recently held its annual Thanksgiving 
Party for the Sayreville Brain Injured Children.  PGK/District Deputy George French of St. 
Bernadette’s Knights of Columbus #8478 and PGK Frank Januszak of the South Amboy 
Knights of Columbus #426 each presented a check to Mary Ann Gordon, Director of 
Sayreville BIC.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Knights Celebrate 
Christ The King

By Steve Schmid
4th Degree members of the Knights of 

Columbus Msgr. John F. Brady #676 As-
sembly of South Amboy, recently celebrated 
the feast of Christ The King at St. Lawrence 
Church in Laurence Harbor.  Pastor Joseph 
Szulwach celebrated Mass marking the end 
of the liturgical calendar, saying the feast 
reminds us that when the world ends, Jesus 
will come as a Great King seated on his 
throne to judge the world.  

The Knights formed a semi-circle at the 
front of the altar and stood guard as a statue 
of the Infant Jesus was brought forward.  The 
parish children were invited to sit and listen 
as Pastor Szulwach explained the meaning of 
Christ The King.  The youngsters asked many 
questions about the feast and the Knights.  
The pastor praised the Knights as protectors 
of Jesus and the Church.  4th Degree Knights 
are the most visible arm of the Knights of 
Columbus, participating in religious ceremo-
nies in capes, hats and swords.  The John F. 
Brady Assembly was founded Oct. 1, 1916 
in South Amboy.  It represents Sacred Heart 
and St. Mary’s Churches in South Amboy, 
St. Bernadette’s in Parlin, and St. Lawrence, 
Laurence Harbor.  

Sayreville 60 Year 
Reunion

Plans for a 60-Year Class Reunion are 
under way for The Sayreville High School 
Class of 1948.  Class members are urged to 
contact Richie Servis for further informa-
tion.

Did You Know?
1940’s- The Sayreville Emergency 

Squad had one of the first “crash trucks” 
in the state.  It was originally a bread truck 
which was donated to the Squad, and changed 
into an emergency truck.

Winter Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their winter book sale on 
Sunday, January 13, 2008, from 1:30PM 
to 3:30PM at the public library on Wash-
ington Road in Parlin. The event will take 
place in the library conference room. Books 
can be purchased separately or for $5.00 a 
bag. Bags will be provided by the Friends 
group. The book selection includes: fiction, 
non-fiction, mystery, paperbacks, children’s 
books and more.

The Friends will be accepting book 
donations for the anticipated sale starting on 
December 1, 2007 to January 6, 2008. Books 
will not be accepted after January 6.  They 
are in need of children’s books, non-fiction, 
and current fiction selections. No magazines, 
condensed books, textbooks, or encyclopedia 
will be accepted for donation. Books can be 
dropped off at the Friends’ mailbox in the 
library vestibule. Additional information is 
available by calling (732) 727-1566.

Trip To Asheville
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 

trip to Asheville, North Carolina.  The trip is 
scheduled for Sunday through Friday - May 
4 – 9, 2008. The bus will leave the OLV 
lower parking lot at 8AM on May 4. The trip 
includes bus transportation, five nights lodg-
ing, and 8 meals: 5 breakfasts and 3 dinners, 
and guided tours of Asheville, North Carolina 
including the Biltmore Estate, Grove Arcade, 
Museum of the Cherokee Indians, 

Folk Art Center, and the magnificent 
St. Lawrence Basilica. A stop in Roanoke, 
Virginia will include a tour of the O. Winston 
Link Museum.  Hotel accommodations will 
be in both Asheville and Roanoke.  There 
will also be time to explore on your own.  
The cost of the trip is $495.00. For further 
information or to reserve a seat for this trip, 
please contact Jack at (732) 254-7263.

Blood Drive-Dec. 16
St. Mary Parish will hold a Blood Drive 

on Sunday, Dec.16 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at St. Mary Church/St. Pat’s Hall.  You must 
be 17 years old to donate, and weigh at least 
110 lbs.  You will receive a mini-physical as 
part of the donation process-blood pressure, 
temperature, pulse and iron concentration.  
You will also receive a cholesterol test.  
There is also opportunity to donate platelets 
as well as whole blood at this drive.  Please 
bring ID and eat before you donate.  Walk-
ins are welcome.  Homemade goodies will 
be served!  For more info, contact Susan at 
732-220-7077. 

O’Connor Honored
continued from page 1

the process whereby Lehman Live, a web 
portal capable of delivering the products and 
services—from trading to employee benefits 
processing—to clients and employees was 
created.

Lehman Live was put to the test in the 
aftermath of the September 11 terrorist at-
tack. Though in the building when it was 
hit, Ms. O’Connor was one of 750 Lehman 
employees who escaped the tragedy at 1 
World Trade Center that day. The next day 
she was at work in another location help-
ing Lehman Live to bring about business 
as usual—insofar as that could be possible 
anywhere—resuming their critical functions. 
Some  5,500 employees were forced to work 
from home offices, hotel rooms and other 
borrowed space throughout the city during 
that time.

Bridget continues to live and breathe the 
lessons learned that day and in the days to 
come. She believes, “It’s about engineering 

everything to always be available, always 
resilient.”  O’Connor, 43, is a computer sci-
ence major who earned an associates degree 
from Middlesex County College. Intending 
to get a bachelor’s degree she digressed by 
accepting two challenging jobs that put her 
on her path to Lehman: the first an E-com-
merce company and the next with AT&T 
Bell Labs. She joined Lehman in 1991; in 
2002 she was named CIO.

Among her other talents, according to 
boss, Lehman President Joe Gregory, is the 
gift of communication. He says, “In a com-
plex world where end users and technolo-
gists rarely speak the same language, she’s 
incredibly adept at bridging both.”

Bridget has not lost her love of gadgets. 
Her son Ian recently got his driver’s license 
and she had a tracking gadget installed on 
his truck that alerts her when he goes outside 
his boundaries or exceeds the limits she’s set 
for him. It’s a great age we live in.
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Long Ago In Our Town

1929-1930-The group of South Amboy gentlemen pictured here was known as The Bachelors 
Club.  Most of the members were involved with the Protection Fire Company.  Bottom row 
(l-r) Frank “Wis” Ryan, Tom Quinlan, Joe Stanton, John Leonard, Francis Quinlan, Rube 
Forgotson, Jerry Connors, George Clark, Pat Connors, Bill Clark.  Middle row (l-r) Joe 
Carroll, Tom Ryan, John Connors, Frank Musolino, ?, Stanton Ryan (Tallest man in South 
Amboy at the time, 6-6), Danny Triggs, Hank Carroll, ?, ?.  Top row (l-r) Howard Lambertson, 
Ed Sergel, Joe Leonard, ?, Jim Quinlan (Possibly?).  (Photo and all information courtesy 
of Jerry Connors)

St. Stan’s 8th Graders Chelsea Roccaro and ToniMarie Morales show off their support 
for our veterans at the school’s Veterans’ Day Tribute.

Tribute To Veterans
On November 9, 2007, veterans from 

all over Middlesex County received a warm 
and cheerful welcome from the students and 
faculty of St. Stanislaus Kostka School.  
Among the veterans honored were John and 
Brenda Zollinger, husband and wife, and both 
recipients of the Veterans of the Year Award.  
Mr. Zollinger has served in several different 
military theaters throughout the world, and 
both he and Brenda served in active duty 
in Iraq.  They both gave a speech and were 
presented with a folded flag and an award 
certificate as part of the honor.

In preparation for the honorees’ arrival, 
students and faculty in all grades decorated 
the halls of the school with patriotic es-
says and drawings, and the middle school, 
together with the social studies teacher, Mr. 
Marcinko, constructed a re-creation of the 
Vietnam War Memorial.  Written on its walls 
were the names of the Middlesex County 
residents who lost their lives while serving 
in Vietnam.  The special focus of the wall 
was the list of eight women who died while 
serving as nurses in the Vietnam War.  

As part of their tribute, the students per-
formed songs for the honorees such as “When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home,” “Grand 
Old Flag,” and “The Great Defenders.”  At 
the end of the tribute, the middle school 
students and faculty followed World War 
II veterans to the blacktop to witness a flag 
folding ceremony and a 21-gun salute.  

Also present to welcome and honor 
the veterans were Assemblyman John Wis-
niewski, and Mrs. O’Brien, wife of Mayor 
Kennedy O’Brien. Each gave an oration 
during the tribute.  

Online Mapping:  
On the Street 
Where You Live

By Ellen Peterson
Second and third graders are experienc-

ing online activities with Keyboarding and 
Geography in Mrs. Peterson’s computer 
lab.  Students are using “Google Maps” to 
pinpoint their home address and get direc-
tions to and from school.

Mrs. Peterson displays “Google Maps” 
on the LCD projector.  Students type the 
school address and use the “satellite” for an 
aerial photo.  They are able to zoom in and 
out to see the school and other buildings in 
South Amboy.

Next, they must type their home address 
to “Get Directions.”  The satellite view will 
show a line connecting the two locations.  
The map feature will include street names 
and written directions.  Students write the 
directions from home to school.  It’s fun to 
use the satellite to look and explore around 
the town of South Amboy.

Marching Unit #5 In US
The Sayreville War Memorial HS 

Marching Unit finished 5th in Group 1 at the 
U.S. Scholastic Band Association national 
championships at Baltimore, Maryland.  The 
school recorded its highest score ever.

On the way to the nationals, the band 
captured 1st place at the Central Jersey Re-
gional Championships, 1st at the NJ State 
Championships, and also 1st place in the 
Northern States Championships.  Congratu-
lations to Band Director Eric Boehm and his 
outstanding Marching Unit!
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Brian Setzer Gary Hoey

Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree
Exclusive Photos and Story By Brian Stratton

Brian Setzer and his Orchestra rolled 
into the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank 
on November 20th to perform their Christ-
mas Extravaganza show.  This has become 
an annual event and it is my sign that the 
Holiday Season is upon us.  Performing a 
mix of traditional Christmas favorites along 
with classic Stray Cat’s tunes and songs from 
their latest album “Wolfgang’s Big Night 
Out” Brian and the Orchestra had the House 
“A” Rockin’ all night.  

Brian has a great website that is updated 
on daily basis during his tours. Photos from 
most shows (you may even see some of my 
photos?) are posted as well as updates about 
Brian and the Orchestra.  One of the more 
recent updates to the site is the Grammy 
Nomination that “Wolfgang’s Big Night 
Out” just received. 

On December1st I was treated to an-
other rockin’ Christmas show as Gary Hoey 
(guitar god from New Hampshire) brought 
his HO HO Hoey Christmas show to The 
Saint in Asbury Park.  Gary performed to 
an intimate and enthusiastic crowd mixing 
Christmas classics with songs from his latest 
album “American Made” which has been 
the number one selling album on Amazon 
recently.  

You can also check out Gary’s website 
www.garyhoey.com for more information 
about upcoming shows, his CD’s and even 
some guitar lessons.

Both Brian and Gary are extraordinary 
guitarists who appeal to a very wide range 
audience, from young to old they get the 
crowd going from the start of the show to 
the end of the encores.  I can’t wait until the 
start of the 2008 Holiday Season!!
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The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1970-St. Mary’s boys’ powerhouse basketball team finished with an outstanding 
(20-6) record.  Pictured kneeling (l-r) co-captains George Krzyzanowski and Nick 
Charmello.  Standing (l-r) John Kugel, Bob Carroll, Jim Rucki, Mark Jendrzejewski, 
Ted Krzyzanowski, Brian Kelly, Ed Perez, John Kibbler, Jim Buckler, John Ammon, 
Tom Gulick, Coach Sandy Fishman.

Glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

1941-Hoffman mauled Ma-
tawan 49-28 in basketball, as Ed 
Sapoznak poured in 21 points. 
1949-Hoffman hammered James-
burg, 69-45 in basketball play.  

The balanced scoring attack 
was led by John “Skeets” 
Skarzynski with 13 points, Chet 

Kolodziejski 12, Ed O’Connor 12, Charlie 
Koerner 12, and John Kovaleski 11. 1951-
St. Mary’s nipped St. Peter’s, 46-43 in boys’ 
basketball.  George Spiecker tossed in 13 
points, and Bob “Don” “Pep” Bennett added 
10.  1962-Perth Amboy nipped Sayreville, 
20-19 on the gridiron, despite 3 touchdown 
passes by quarterback Rick Paprota.  He 
found Terry Popowski on 2-yard and 5-
yard strikes, and also Ed Gorchinski on a 
30-yard TD aerial.  1976-Hoffman opened 
its basketball season with a thrilling 62-60 
win over Dunellen.  Soph sensation, Frank 
Kuziemski topped the scoring parade with 
21 points, followed by Bob Clayton with 18 
markers and 9 rebounds. 1983-St. Mary’s 
boys’ basketball opened the season with a 
62-50 victory over Middlesex.  Jim Byrne 
led the way with 21 points and his brother 
Joe tossed in 15.  1990-Sayreville golfer 
Keith Givand won the GMC Championship.  
2000-Sayreville girls basketball club opened 
its season with a 54-49 triumph over North 
Brunswick.  Liz Brugnoli was high scorer 
with 13 points, followed by Sarah Dovidaus-
kas 11, and Lindsay Tone 10.

Year-1987
Sport-Girls Basketball
Teams-St. Mary’s (7-1) vs. 

Hoffman (7-0) ranked #1 in The Home 
News.  

Recap-Hoffman raced to its 45th con-
secutive victory, 76-32.  Tricia Popowski led 
the way with 22 points, Jenny Kuziemski 
scored 15, Lynn Ust hit for 12 and ripped 
9 rebounds, and Krissy Kuziemski popped 
in 11.  Lisa Smith had 7 of the Lady Guvs’ 
20 steals.  Jenine Barella led SM with 9 
points.

The Boxscore:
St. Mary’s 32
Barella 9 June O’Leary 8 Michelle Man-

cuso 7 Jennifer Julg 6 Kim Harkins 2.
Hoffman 76
Popowski 22 J. Kuziemski 15 Ust 12 K. 

Kuziemski 11 Smith 6 Chris Noble 6 Mary 
Anne Lewis 2 Mary Ann Stephanick 2.

MVP-Tricia Popowski

45 Years Ago
1962-Coach Luke Lenahan’s talented 

St. Mary’s Eagles finished (16-9).  Joe 
Jankowski led the team with 358 points and a 
15.6 avg.  He was followed by Jack Kreiger 
276 points, Bob Suminski 203 Jay Derent 
189 Tom Fitzmorris 167 Billy Tibbitt 157 Joe 
Chodkiewicz 133 Murray 14 Ray Selover 
11 Frank Kennedy 8 Bob Kukulski 4 Tom 
Farrell 2 Bill Schwarick 2 Art O’Donnell 
1.  Also seeing very limited action were J. 
Kukulski and Connors. 

45 Years Ago
1962-Boys Cross Country was added 

to the Sayreville High School sports pro-
gram.

50 Years Ago
1957-Hoffman High’s John Berry rolled 

a beautiful 200 game and Bob Bloodgood 
198 on the Guvs’ bowling team.

45 Years Ago
1962-Dunellen destroyed the Governors 

of Hoffman, 50-34 in the Central Jersey 
Group I final played at Bridgewater-Raritan 
H.S. before 1,000 fans.  Hoffman shot 33% 
from the floor and 4-for-13 on the foul line.  
John “Red” Lange was the only Purple & 
Gold player to hit doubles, as he notched 
10 points.  A Dunellen banner read, “Let’s 
chop down the Hoffman tree.”  The Guvs 
out-rebounded the Destroyers 43-33.  Senior 
Bob Poetsch, the John Street Brigade’s 
leading scorer, was held to 7 points in his 
schoolboy finale.

70 Years Ago
1937-Bill Stratton fired a no-hitter and 

struck out 17 to lead St. Mary’s to a 13-0 
romp over Good Counsel.  Al Gomolka Sr. 
and Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy blasted 
2 doubles apiece.

35 Years Ago
1972-Local boys’ basketball teams 

featured plenty of talented players.  Coach 
Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski’s Hoffman club, 
(18-5) was led by Gary Lange with 499 points 
(#6 in the county), 21.2 avg. (#7 in county); 
Bob “Ozzie” Levins 357, 17.0; Jim Keegan 
347, 15.1; Ron Croddick 281, 12.2.  Sayre-
ville (15-12) was led by soph superstar, Steve 
Makwinski with 442 points and a 16.2 avg.  
He was followed by Tom Pugner with 306, 
13.9; Nick Cegerenko 328, 12.6.  St. Mary’s 
under Coach John Scordinsky was topped 
by Tom “Pops” Gulick with 311 points and 
a 14.8 avg.  He was closely followed by Jay 
Thomas 307, 14.6.  Marvin Wood, son of 
late Hoffman great Marvin Wood, excelled 
while playing for Cedar Ridge, and scored 
256 points with a 12.2 avg. 80 Years Ago

1927-South Amboy Athletic Club (AC) 
track team was comprised of mostly St. 
Mary’s students. The AC defeated Shamrock 
AC of Perth Amboy, 53-33.  Top performers 
were: 100 yd. dash-1st place-Gelsinon 2nd-
Francy; 1-mile run-2nd place-Monaghan 
3rd-Grimley; Shotput-1st place-Lovely 
3rd-Triggs; 440 yd. dash-1st place-McDon-
nell 3rd-Ward; 220 yd. dash-1st-Gelsinon 
2nd-Francy; Broad Jump-1st-Francy 2nd-
Gelsinon; 880.

First Aid Pitcher?
Former South Amboy resident Fran 

Fitzmorris was the star pitcher for the 1960 
Knights of Columbus team in the South 
Amboy Little League that finished (18-4).  
Fran e-mailed The SA Times, saying, “Maybe 
somebody would know who pitched for First 
Aid that year.  Whoever the pitcher was, he 
out-pitched me.”  Does anyone out there 
know who that talented First Aid pitcher was?  
Please let us know at: satimes@aol.com 

15 Years Ago
1992-The Hoffman Governors boys 

soccer squad finished (8-10).  Bob Matthews 
led the team with 21 points, and tied for the 
most goals (7) with Oliver Haran.

20 Years Ago
1987-Hoffman stopped St. Mary’s, 9-6 

in soccer play.  Andrew Moran blasted in 
an unbelievable 5 goals to lead the Guvs to 
the big victory.

60 Years Ago
1947-Sayreville’s Bob Mytnick poured 

in 39 points against St. James of Red Bank, 
to break Ed Boyler’s single-game, school 
record of 25, which was set the previous year.  
Mytnick’s performance also broke the old 
Middlesex County record of 36 points.

Bruschi Tied For 
Top

2004-Cardinal McCarrick’s standout 
girls’ soccer player, Carolina Bruschi tied 
for the county scoring championship with 69 
points, and was also #1 in goals with 31. 

25 Years Ago
Sayreville girls’ basketball standout, 

Cindy Allman finished her schoolgirl ca-
reer with 1,509 points and a 16.0 scoring 
average.

1980-Hoffman star, Linda Smith drives in for 
an easy layup, to help Coach Reggie Carney’s 
Lady Guvs to another victory. 

Team Leaders
1972-In the South Amboy Men’s Senior 

Basketball League, the following players 
topped their teams in scoring: English 
Chevron-George Krzyzanowski 195 points, 
21.6 avg.; Pancho’s Pilots-Gene Cross 138, 
15.3; The Place-Tom Holovacko 146, 18.2; 
Far Out Trucking-Greg Havlusch 153, 17.0; 
Mike’s Corner-Ray Downs 161, 17.8; South 
Amboy A.A.-Ed Paczkowski 166, 20.6; Bay 
City Liquors-Curt Wood 129, 16.1; The 
Halfway House-Al “Jocko” Jakimowicz 107, 
11.8; Hot Dog City-Henry “Henny” Conroy 
124, 13.7; Mountaineer Construction-Mike 
Colucci 106, 13.2.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Final Fall Statistics
Football

Sayreville (8-3) Another great year for 
Coach George Najaar’s Bombers.  Rasheem 
Clarke was the top rusher with 765 yards, and 
scored 8 touchdowns, followed by Reinaldo 
Rodriguez with 564 yds. and 9 TD’s.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-8) Dontre Mer-
ricks was easily the team MVP, thanks to his 
all-around standout play.  Melvyn Smith and 
Ryan Brock also turned in fine seasons.
Girls Tennis

Sayreville (15-4) Co-champs of the 
White Division, where they finished (14-2) 
under Coach Mike Provenza.

Cardinal McCarrick (4-12)
South Amboy (0-16)

Boys Soccer
South Amboy (11-8) Coach Tony Gon-

salves’ Guvs were Co-champs in the Gold 
Division with Middlesex Academy.  Brothers 
Oscar and Diego Cuello led the club in all 
offensive categories.  Oscar finished #9 in the 
county with 41 points, and also had 16 goals 
and 9 assists.  Diego scored 10 goals, and 
had 9 assists for 29 points.  Also contributing 

were Matuesz Sobolewski 8 goals, 5 assists, 
21 points; Rusty Shaborovsky 8 goals, 5 
assists, 21 points; Matt Regan 7 goals, 3 
assists, 17 points; Dave Tucka 5 goals, 6 
assists, 16 points; Colin Krzyzanowski 3 
goals, 4 assists, 10 points.

Sayreville (11-9) Soph “Soccer King,” 
Kene Eze set the Sayreville record for most 
career goals, while blasting in 32 during the 
season.  He finished #2 in the county with 
68 points, and also 2nd in goals, as he was 
selected 1st Team All-Area in Home News 
Tribune; 1st Team All-Middlesex in The 
Star Ledger; and 3rd Team All-State Group 
4.  Matt Welna had 5 goals, 13 assists, 23 
points, and was followed by Luis Jiminez 
with 7 goals, 1 assist, 15 points.

Cardinal McCarrick (4-12) Sean Wil-
liams topped the Eagles with 16 goals, 5 
assists and 37 points.
Girls Soccer

Sayreville (11-8-1) Top scorers-Ruba 
Sbeah 11 goals, 5 assists, 27 points; Jolise 
Aponte 6 goals, 8 assists, 20 points; Staci 
Jankielewicz 6 goals, 6 assists, 18 points; 
Maryann Boulton 7 goals, 3 assists, 17 
points; Amanda Mathisen 7 goals, 2 assists, 
16 points; Heather Roy 4 goals, 4 assists, 
12 points; Julianna Burns 3 goals, 5 assists, 
11 points.

Goalie Allie Couzo registered 9 shut-
outs.

Cardinal McCarrick (10-8) Coach Jeff 
Sprague guided the Lady Eagles to the Gold 
Division title with a perfect (8-0) record.  
Top scorers-Anne Trecolis 25 goals (#3 in 
county), 16 assists (#1 in county), 66 points 
(#2 in county); Sarah Balon 15 goals, 5 
assists, 35 points; Allison Smith 8 goals, 5 
assists, 21 points; Ashley Malone 8 goals, 2 
assists, 18 points; Christina Chaffos 0 goals, 
11 assists, 11 points.  Goalie Emma Murray 
notched 5 shutouts.

South Amboy (8-9-1) Top scorers-Au-
drey Gagnon 7 goals, 2 assists, 16 points; 
Casey Jukus 7 goals, 1 assist, 15 points.  
Goalie Katey Charmello chalked up 3 
shutouts.

Merricks Super 
Season

Cardinal McCarrick’s Dontre Merricks 
turned in probably the greatest rushing season 
in the school’s history, by racing for 1,100 
yards (#6 in the county) on 131 attempts 
for an average of  8.4.  He also topped the 
Eagles with 7 Touchdowns.  

Genfi Plays For RU
Former Sayreville Bombers basketball 

star, Kofi Genfi has made the Rutgers Uni-
versity varsity basketball team.  Genfi, a 6-4 
freshman forward has seen limited action 
thus far, but his future is looking very bright 
for the Scarlet Knights.

McKenna: All-
Middlesex

Sayreville’s Shannon McKenna was 
selected to The Star Ledger’s All-Middlesex 
Girls Cross Country First Team.  Congratula-
tions, Shannon!

Ahr Tops Eagles
The powerful Bishop Ahr football team 

blasted Cardinal McCarrick in its final game 
of ‘07, by a 41-12 count.  Dontre Merricks, 
the Eagles finest player all season recovered 
a fumble and raced 40 yards for the TD, 
and he also fired an 8-yd. touchdown pass 
to Ryan Brock.  The Blue & Gold finished 
at (2-8).

Provenza Coach Of 
The Year

Michael Provenza, third year head 
coach of the Sayreville girls tennis team was 
selected Coach of the Year by The Home 
News Tribune.  Provenza led the club to its 
first-ever divisional title, as the Bombers tied 
for first in the White Division with JFK, both 
(14-2).  Overall, the Blue & Gray finished 
with one of the best records in school his-
tory, going (15-4).  Congratulations, Coach 
Provenza and Bombers! 

Sofilkanich Leads 
Asbury Park

First-year coach, Don Sofilkanich 
of South Amboy, has turned the Asbury 
Park football program completely  around 
this season.  After taking over a team that 
finished (1-9) last year, he certainly had 
his work cut out for him, and performed a 
major turnaround  in leading the club to a 
(11-1) record and the Central Jersey Group I 
championship over Keansburg, 32-18.  The 
victory was the first state title for Asbury 
Park since 1984.  Sofilkanich is married to 
Jo Ellen Paczkowski a former St. Mary’s star 
athlete and Hall of Fame member.

Sayreville Bowlers 
Win

The Sayreville boys bowling team was 
a powerhouse last season, and got the new 
season off to a quick (2-0) start by easily 
defeating South Plainfield and Perth Am-
boy.  Top bowlers were Matt Walczak, Matt 
Wasielewski, and Marcin Golebiowski.  

The girls also jumped out to a (2-0) 
mark by downing South Plainfield and Perth 
Amboy.  Leading the way was Kristin Olesky 
and Carol Sharrout. 

Bears Top Bombers
The Sayreville boys and girls swim 

teams both got off to a tough start, drop-
ping meets to East Brunswick.  The boys 
fell 121-49, despite victories in the 50, and 
100 Freestyle by Alex Ratajczyk.  The girls 
also bowed to the Bears, 114-56.  Maureen 
McKenna captured wins in the 50 Freestyle 
and 100 Backstroke.

Lewis Starts 13th 
Season

Cardinal McCarrick’s outstanding boys 
basketball coach, Joe Lewis is now in his 
13th season with the Eagles.  He entered this 
year with a highly commendable 205-103, 
.665 record.

Cardinal McCarrick’s girls’ soccer star, Anne Trecolis, (r) shoots on goal in a City Series 
soccer game against South Amboy.  Trecolis turned in a banner year, by finishing 2nd in 
the county with 66 points, 3rd in goals with 25, and #1 in assists with 16.

Bombers Fall In 
States

West Windsor-Plainsboro South ended 
the Sayreville Bombers football dreams of 
winning a state crown, by blasting them, 
34-14 in the CJ Group IV Playoff semifi-
nals).   Trailing 20-0 after 3 quarters, Javon 
Hodges scored on a 4-yd. TD run, and Lavone 
Graham broke loose for a 10 yd. TD run in 
the fourth quarter.  Quarterback Michael 
McLafferty was 10-for-19, 113 yds., 1 in-
terception, and was sacked 5 times.  Coach 
George Najaar’s Blue & Gray finished at a 
fine (8-3).  

Eagles Top 25 
Scorers

(Researched By Ed Twomey)
The St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick 

Top 25 All-Time Scoring leaders in basket-
ball are: 1.Vince Rosario 1,946 2.George 
Krzyzanowski 1,592 3.Kevin Oliveri 1,078 
4.Kevin Burns 1,052 5.Rob Zaleski 1,022 
6.Mike Burwell 1,014 7.Dan Blaha 1,008 
8.Dan Kudelka 925 9.Nick Sas 917 10.Tom 
Rizzo 914 11.Joe Byrne 906 12.Joe Kola-
kowski 884 13.Tom Boychuk 878 14.Jerry 
Gorczyca 871 15.Jack Kreiger 847 16.Jay 
Derent 812 17.Rick Ragula 807 18.Leon 
Cannon 787 19.Donnie Reid 777 20.Jim 
McCloud 763 21.Luke Lenahan 748 22.Ed 
McCabe 746 23.Mark Clark 734 24.Bill 
Wagner 727 25.Joe Jankowski 724.

Rompola Leads 
SMU

Rhonda Rompola, who was the best all-
around girls athlete in Sayreville High School 
history, starring in the late 1970’s, has carved 
quite a legend as one of the greatest coaches 
in collegiate basketball history, while lead-
ing Southern Methodist University.  She is 
now in her 17th season as coach of the Lady 
Mustangs, and should crack the 300-win 
plateau this season.  Rompola entered the 
2007-08 campaign with a superb (288-188, 
.605) record.  This year’s club features the 
entire starting five returning, plus another 
starter who was sidelined early in the season, 
from the club that finished (18-12). 
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WWW.?

Looks familiar doesn’t it?  We can tell you this-It is local and can be found in either South 
Amboy or Sayreville.  Send in your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Winners

Mystery Photo 
Answer

Joan Jurski Lieberman answered last 
month’s mystery photo.  The young ladies 
pictured behind Paul Kosovich were all 
contestants in the “Miss South Amboy” 
Beauty Contest, which was part of the South 
Amboy 50th Anniversary Celebration in 
1958.  Directly behind Paul is Joanne Can-
non Durski, Janet Schachel, Joan Jurski 
(Miss South Amboy), Claire Grabon, and 
Joan Beshada.

LetterSDear Tom,
Enclosed is my check to continue my 

subscription to your “Wonderful Newspa-
per.”  Keep up the good work!!

Sincerely,
Helen Boychuk
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Matawan

The Polo Grounds Plus
Favorite Publisher:
Thanks for another great issue and for 

the story about the Polo Grounds.  I’ve also 
done some internet searching about that in 
the past beginning with the team’s name 
change from Gothams to Giants.  Manage-
ment felt that a.”Gothams” with “New York” 
was redundant and b.”Gothams” was too 
narrowing to appeal to the NJ fans.  So, 
their next concern was for a newly minted 
name.  One of the investors is said to have 
then pointed out a very tall, promising player 
named Roger Connor, noting that he was a 
giant in stature and suggesting use of the 
name “Giants” for the team and that did it.  
The record also shows that Roger the NY 
Giant was indeed the first hitter to send a 
home run ball out of the Polo Grounds, but 
there is more, if I may.

Connor was born on July 1, 1857 in 
Waterbury, CT, the son of Catherine Sullivan 
Connor and Mortimer Connor, who became 
a strong opponent later, when Roger was a 
teenager and indicated his interest in pro ball 
playing.  Dad’s idea was that it was out of 
the question to consider playing the game, 
so much so that the son moved out, joining 
the Waterbury team as a lefty third baseman, 
later playing for Troy and Holyoke at first 
base.  Buoyed at having been picked-up 
by the NY Gothams/Giants, Roger Connor 
returned home to reconcile with his dad, 
only to find that Mortimer had died shortly 
before the son came home.

His “numbers” are very impressive 
when one considers play in those days was 
with what is known as the “dead” ball.  A 
noteworthy slugger, per Publications In-
ternational, his 233 triples are 5th on the 
all-time list and 1st among players active 
solely in the 19th century.  Connor was also 
the only player before 1900 to collect more 
than 1,000 walks.

But he will be remembered best for the 
fact that it took Babe Ruth to beat Roger 
Connor’s career dead ball record of 136 
home runs.  My dad, Vince Higgins Sr., also 
Waterbury born was very proud, of course, of 
his much older cousin Roger, whose maternal 
line like Vince’s was of the County Kerry 
Ireland Sullivans.

However, it required Hank Aaron’s 
concern about the lack of a recorded home 
run hitter shown as preceding The Babe that 
led to Aaron’s discovery that it was Connor’s 
record that had been broken by Ruth.  It 
was also Aaron’s interest that generously 
took him to the Connor family, and in turn 
resulted in the placement of Roger Connor 
deservedly into the Baseball Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown, NY in 1976, long after his 
death in 1931, a memorable year, also for 
its fortunate births that gave to St. Mary’s 
Schools its icon class graduating in 1949, 
and now both well seasoned by time and 
well-informed by The South Amboy-Sayre-
ville Times.

Vince Higgins Jr.
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Brielle, NJ

Hi Tom,
Loved the story written by Greg Cohen 

about the Polo Grounds.  Greg said he got 
chills visiting the locations; I got chills just 
reading the story.  He brought up some inter-
esting facts about the ball fields.  I felt like 
I was reading a column by Jimmy Powers 
or Dick Young.  And the “Ghost/Confes-
sions” series continues to be enlightening 
and enjoyable.  Great walks down Memory 
Lane.  That series wonderfully inspires others 
to share their childhood memories with all 
your readers.  And your WWW.? challenge 
is a delightful concept.  

Your newspaper continues to be enjoyed 
by countless others as evidenced by the 
numerous “Letters To The Editor.”

The entire package is very entertain-
ing and enjoyable.  Keep the memories and 
information coming!

Ron Kukulski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida
*Note: Back in the 1970’s Ron was 

the outstanding Sports Editor of The News 
Tribune (TNT) newspaper, and later rose to 
even greater heights with Florida’s #1 daily 
newspaper, The Sun Sentinel.

Hi Tom,
Thanks for another great year of The 

SA Times!  Enclosed is my renewal check.  
Keep up the great work!

Dawn (Leonard) Micena
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Dear Editor,
The picture in last month’s WWW.? 

contest is of the Sayre Brick Company’s 
old chimney on Main St. in Sayreville.  
The chimney is the sole remaining piece 
of the Sayre brick factory which was at the 
site many years ago.  I remember going 
to school by bus and everyday, I saw that 
chimney and the site before the houses were 
built, and thought the whole thing was go-
ing to be razed.  But I was happy that the 
construction was done without the loss of 
that famed item.  Of course many houses in 
Sayreville, South Amboy, Old Bridge and far 
off places have Sayre bricks in them.  It’s 
a part of Sayreville’s history, as Sayreville 
was a part of South Amboy’s history over 
100 years ago.

Thank you for that question.
Anthony Sattilaro
South Amboy

Sayre & Fisher Tower
Hi,
I seen the picture in The SA Times and 

wanted to take a shot at guessing the smoke 
stack.  Is this the one on Main St. where 
the old clay factory was?  They have built 
new homes around there now, but the stack 
remained.

Thanks for the wonderful paper you put 
out for us in our town!

Mario Oliveira
Sayreville

Dear Tom,
Last month’s WWW.? picture was of 

the old water tower at the former Sayre and 
Fisher Brick Company on Main St., (Now 
Memorial Way) Sayreville.  This company 
provided bricks for the Empire State Build-
ing, and also donated the bricks for St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church and rectory.

Keep up the good work on your great 
newspaper!

Edna Mazur Good
Assistant Principal, St. Stan’s School
and graduate of the Class of 1969

Feffer/Faffer 
Hi Tom,
I guess that my sister Margie and I were 

sent to Feffers more than The Ghost.  He may 
have gotten the names wrong, but he got the 
smell right!  Mainly, I remember buying rib-
bon.  Sadie would not cut it on Saturday, so 
she would hand us a large pair of scissors, 
tied to the counter to cut it.  Sometimes, she 
would climb up the ladder to get something 
from a high shelf.  Is the synagogue still on 
upper Henry St.?

Jackie Dowling Brzezniak
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Southport, NC 

Auxiliary Meeting
There will be no meeting in Dec. for 

Ladies Auxiliary #4699 because of the holi-
day.  Next meeting will be Jan. 22 at 7 p.m.  
District President will attend.  Refreshments 
will be served.   

Dear Tom,
I am sure that there are at least a thousand 

stories that can be told about the Feffer/Faffer 
family.  Growing up in Fishtown in the late 
30’s and early 40’s, I had many occasions 
to go down to Henry and Pine.

One thing I remember from those 
days was the awning that hung above the 
storefront.  It displayed the name Faffer.  I 
often wondered why everyone called family 
members Feffer instead of Faffer!

Jim Vail provided the answer to the 
mystery in last month’s SA Times.  His 
letter was outstanding and gave details of 
the family that few if anyone knew about.  
I knew all but Abraham, Samuel and Henry.  
If my memory is correct, the elder Feffer at 
times could be seen with a large black leather 
sack slung over his shoulder, headed toward 
Feltus and Washington.  I believe he took the 
Public Service bus (2 or 58) to destinations 
and reasons unknown to me.

In the late ‘30’s and early 40’s, St. 
Mary’s played home baseball games in the 
old schoolyard.  Moe Faffer liked sports and 

he often could be found liming the base and 
foul lines before games.

In regards to Frank Hunt’s story about 
Fishtown’s sacrifice during WW II, he was 
right on target.  I believe, however, there are 
2 others who must be added to the list.  SSgt. 
Frank Kuligowski, 400 block of David St., 
who was KIA serving with the 5th Marine 
Division on Iwo Jima and awarded a Silver 
Star, and Lt.Vincent “Vietz” Jaskowiak, who 
lived at the corner of Feltus and Henry.  He 
was KIA in the Okinawan campaign, and 
awarded 2 Bronze Star medals.

Along with Frank Hunt, I believe no 
other neighborhood in South Amboy sacri-
ficed as much during WW II.

Best Wishes,
Your Friend
Jerry Connors
(Formerly of South Amboy)

The correct answer to last month’s 
photo was that it was a portion of the Sayre 
& Fisher Brick Works on Main Street in 
Sayreville, currently used as a monument.  
It could have been the base of the old water 
tower or chimney, but one thing is certain, 
it’s a part of the original structure.   The 
very observant winners included: Christine 
Olender, Edna Mazur Good, Marian Mills, 

John J. Wrubel, J. Straczynski, Barbara 
Steiner, Gerald “Zak” Zakrzewski, Anthony 
Sattilaro, Mario Oliveira, Elizabeth Testa.  
Congratulations to all!

LETTERS
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Al Gomolka Jr.

Inventor Was Close To Jackpot
By Tom Burkard

It may seem hard to believe, but it’s been 
30 years since former Morgan resident, Al 
Gomolka Jr. invented “The Donut Dunker” 
and came so very close to having it marketed, 
with endless possibilities for worldwide 
sales and wealth.

The story begins back in 1977, when 
Gomolka, who loves dunking donuts in 
coffee, but didn’t enjoy dunking his fingers 
along with them, came up with a brilliant 
idea.  He invented “The Donut Dunker.”  The 
dunker was a stylish tong with textured tips 
and handles, about 4 inches long, and looked 
like ice tongs.  It also had an optional spring 
coil connecting mechanism that assured the 
proper grip on the donut.

Gomolka invested $1,500 with a repu-
table New York company to assist him in 
getting a patent, and possibly marketing 
the dunker.  In a 1977 interview, he said, “If 
the company sells it, I make money.  If they 
don’t, I lose everything I invested.  That’s 
the risk I decided to take.  I always wanted 

to be an inventor.  It’s not for the money.  
It’s more of an ego trip for me.  I just want 
to have a product on the market that I can 
say is mine-I invented.”

The Donut Dunker took Gomolka over 
2 months to invent, as he worked diligently 
5 nights a week, drawing and drafting plans.  
The product had endless possibilities, includ-
ing manufacturing inexpensive plastic units 
that could have been used as a premium in 
donut and coffee shops, or packaged with 
pastries.  There were countless ideas for 
different styles of dunkers including acrylic, 
brightly colored plastics, enamels, pottery, 
china, and the best of all would have been 
made of precious metals.  The less expensive 
personalized models were also expected to 
become hot sellers.

Gomolka recalled that his invention did 
not work out because, “I could not receive a 
patent.  There were too many similar gadgets 
that resembled my Donut Dunker.

Al, who is Superintendent of Cheese-
quake State Park, and also the Poet Laureate 
of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, took 
the initiative to try and sell his product, and 
had sold 80,000 Donut Dunkers to Dunkin’ 
Donuts and Mickey’s Doughnut Land, but 
could not seal the deal because both busi-
nesses required that the item must have a 
patent.

Surprisingly, no one has ever capitalized 
on this unique idea and brainchild of the 
highly creative, Al Gomolka Jr.

*Did you ever invent anything?  Let 
us know about your personal trials and 
tribulations as an inventor.  E-mail us at: 
satimes@aol.com.

A PRAYER FOR HEALInG
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Morgan resident, Bob (Hossie) Hospidor 
was the 1954 New Jersey Golden Gloves 
Champion in the 112-lb. Flyweight Class.

Former Golden Glove Champ, Bob Hospidor 
of Morgan still strikes a menacing boxing 
pose.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Morgan Man Was Boxing Champ
By Tom Burkard

Did you ever see the movie “Rocky 1” 
with Sylvester Stallone starring as boxer 
Rocky Balboa?  Forget about it!  He wasn’t 
the first fighter to use unorthodox training 
methods.  Do you recall the scene where 
Rocky goes into the freezer at a slaugh-
terhouse, and starts punching the hanging 
carcasses of meat?  

 Well, Morgan’s Bob Hospidor, a Perth 
Amboy native, who fought by the name of 
Bob Hossie, was way ahead of Stallone in 
regimented conditioning,  starting back in 
1953.

When Hospidor watched the movie 
“Rocky 1” on TV, he said, “I had to laugh 
because the things he did, I did it before 
him.  My manager’s father had a store in 
Perth Amboy with a freezer in back, and 
had hind quarters, so I used to go in there 
and workout, punching the hind quarters 
around.  I used to run from Sayre Ave. in 
Perth Amboy across the Victory Bridge 
with Sayre and Fisher red bricks in each 
hand, going all the way to South Amboy 
by Euncie’s and Abie Korb’s and then back 
to Perth Amboy.  As I came back across the 
bridge, I would drop the bricks in the river.  
I was in such good shape!”  One time while 
fighting a 5-rounder, he said he felt so good, 
that he wanted to go 5 more.

As a teenager in Perth Amboy, Bob 
Hospidor used to hang out with a group, 
“A gang I guess you’d call it, and I used to 
get into street fights a lot, and it got around.  
Dick Shingola, a Perth Amboy Police Of-
ficer approached me one day, and said, ‘Hey, 
what are you wasting your time fighting in 
the streets when you could be doing it in the 
boxing ring, and make a name for yourself.’  
I asked him how far did he think I could go, 
and he said, ‘Well, watching you work out, 
I’d say you’d go a long way,’ and he took 
me under his wing.  He became my manager, 
trainer and everything.  We worked out at 
YMCA, and before you knew it, signed up 
for the 1953 Golden Gloves,” said Hospidor.  
Hossie drew a bye, and then won his first 
amateur bout to advance to the semifinals.  
Unfortunately, Norman Hutchinson of Tren-
ton scored a TKO in 1:52 of the first round 
over the 18-year old, but Hossie said, “Even 
though he beat me pretty good, I learned a 
lot, matured real quick, and trained even 
more to come back in ‘54.”

In Januaray 1954, he won 3 fights, and 
went into the Flyweight-112 lb. champion-
ship bout against Tony Orlando from Eliza-
beth.  Hossie gave Orlando a real boxing 
lesson, winning a unanimous decision to 
become the New Jersey Golden Gloves Fly-
weight Champion.  Early in the fight, Hossie 
threw a bolo punch and “The crowd roared.  
After the round, my manager told me to keep 
using that punch as much as possible.  Listen 
to that crowd every time you threw it,” said 
Hossie.  The Morgan resident continued, “It 

was amazing! I came back to the corner for 
the third and final round, and Dick Shingola 
said, ‘I think you’re doing pretty good!’  After 
I won, they gave me a blue robe, original 
Golden Gloves, the small type you use on 
a key chain and a trophy.”

The talented young fighter continued in 
the ring as a semi-pro, and recalled that, “If 
you won, they’d give you a watch plus $50.  
The watches, such as Bulova wasn’t spelled 
correctly.  I once walked into Dick’s Bar on 
Smith St. in Perth Amboy, and yelled, ‘Does 
anybody want to buy a watch?  I had 5 on 
my wrist,” he laughed.

Boxing as a semi-pro, he moved up to 
the 118-lb. Bantamweight Class and fought 
all over New Jersey.  Hossie said, “I was 
pretty good for awhile, but could never 
knock anybody out.  I had good style, using 
strictly combinations, 1-2, 1-2-3 jab.  I was 
a fighter, I came to fight.  You didn’t see 
any toe-to-toe or rope-a-dope.  We never 
heard of such a thing.  We got in there 1 on 
1.  I trained hard.  If you don’t train, you’re 
not going anywhere.  My best punch was a 
left hook.  It was great, it was quick.  After 
every fight, my opponents and I always 
shook hands and congratulated each other 
for a good show.”

Back in the 50’s, the boxing game was 
a lot different.  “We had no headgear, no tee 
shirts back then.  You went in with trunks, 
sneakers and fought 1 on 1.  Not like today, 
when amateur fights are stopped so quick 
because of injuries.”  Hossie is not a big 
boxing fan today.  “It’s not like it was years 
ago,” he stated.

What did you like most about being a 
boxer? “Getting into the ring, having that 
butterflies feeling you get in the stomach, 
but when the first punch comes it’s gone.  
It’s the crowd.  It’s the people.  It’s the roar, 
the sound, and when the announcer mentions 
your name and your accomplishments, the 
crowd roars.  You feel like you’re in Holly-
wood.  I’m the star!  I also got a lot of respect 
from people in Perth Amboy.  They’d say 
this guy can handle himself.  My high school 
friends would go to all the fights.”

Bob, who retired after over 30 years as a 
Sheriff’s Officer from the Middlesex County 
Sheriff’s Dept., said that he didn’t become 
a pro boxer because “You gotta have heart.  
I felt I wasn’t doing too bad, but I didn’t 
have the heart.  You have to have that heart 
telling you to go all the way.  I did it for fun 
from 1953-55, and made a name for myself.  
People still remember, and talk to me about 
my boxing career.” 

Hossie had other dreams back then.  “I 
always wanted to be a jockey, not a boxer. He 
was 5-6 and weighed 112 pounds, but never 
got a chance to live out that dream.

Bob (Hossie) Hospidor has resided in 
Morgan for 35 years.  The former champion 
finished his boxing career with an outstand-
ing (29-5-1) record.  If he had decided to 
become a jockey, he would have been one 
of the finest.  Bob has been a true champion 
and huge success in the game of life.     

109 no. Feltus St.
South Amboy, nJ

Peace
& Joy
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On Oct. 20, the Sayreville High School Class of 1957 enjoyed its 50th Reunion.  Classmates 
attending were 1st Row (l-r) Richard Donelon, Betty Dunn Triggs, Alfred Baumann, James 
Borst, Peggy Rota Bosket, Elizabeth Dunn North, Patricia Guizdowski Wrobel, Barbara 
Sheldrake.  2nd Row (l-r) Robert Puchala, Susan Phillips Shuler, Barbara Fritz Petersen, 
Carol English Schaeffer, Patricia Malyszko Malkiewicz, Margaret Zamorski Zaleski, June 
Carew Koehnlein, Gail Quade Wilczewski, Rose Spiezio Nowicki, John Standowski, Michael 
Travisano, Muriel Miller Shave, Christine Dominik.  3rd Row (l-r) Alfred Beattie, Robert Phillips, 
Alex Wiecek, Jim Knox, Thomas Chiemelewski, Francis Malik, Thomas Zuber, Robert Gdula, 
Ronald Kuran, John Shaw, Michael Chudkowski, John Mahon, Carolene Nelson Haller, 
Scott Van Why, Carolyn Nelson DeStories, John Tremel, and Janis Davis Turner.

Library Open House/ Bake Off
Hear Ye… Hear Ye..  The Sadie Pope 

Dowdell Library of South Amboy is proud 
to announce the community’s second HOLI-
DAY BAKE OFF COMPETITION!  There 
will be three categories: cookies, cakes and 
pies; three judges per category with prizes 
awarded to the winner and runner-up in each 
category.  Also, a Best in Show!

Entries must be received on Monday, 
December 17th between 9 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m.!

Following the awarding of prizes, the 
Library will ring in the holidays with the 
Annual Community HOLIDAY OPEN 
HOUSE from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  The upbeat 
sound of ROSEDALE – a classic rock / 
blues band will be featured!   Skyler Lutz, 
Carnel St. Louis and Mike Lefton, member 
of Rosedale, play both classis rock songs as 
well as original songs written by the band.  
Rosedale has appeared on CBS TV News-
The Early Show; has had articles written 
about them in the South Amboy/Sayreville 

Times and the Home News Tribune; has 
played at the annual South Amboy Seafood 
Festival along with Southside Johnny and the 
Asbury Jukes; the annual Sayreville Fourth 
of July Celebration in Kennedy Park, and 
has played at local clubs such as Chubby’s, 
Finnigan’s, the Galaxy, the Blue Moon Pub, 
and Cagney’s.  Together, the band members 
all share a love for classic rock and the great 
musicians of that era.

In addition to the above, don’t miss the 
fun children’s film shown at the library at 
6:30 p.m. and Bake & More’s Cake Dem-
onstration at 8:00 pm!

SPONSORS: Bake & More, Friend’s of 
the Dowdell Library, Foodtown, Jacqueline’s 
Florist, Sciortino’s, the Copyshop, and 
Dunkin Donuts of South Amboy.

The Library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard.  
For more information, contact the Library at 
732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org  
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Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, a big-league pitching prospect with the New York 
Mets baseball club, is pictured hurling for Binghamton against the Trenton 
Thunder this past summer.  

Kevin Mulvey 

Mulvey’s Future Looks Very Bright
Exclusive Interview and Photos By Tom Burkard 

Back in the 1980’s, there was 
a pop song titled “The Future’s 
So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades.”  
Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, the New 
York Mets’ organization “Pitcher of 
the Year” in 2007 has been one of 
the club’s most popular and sought 
after prospects at the annual base-
ball winter meetings in Nashville.  
His future in pro ball is looking 
very bright.  I caught up with the 
young, ace right-hander for an ex-
clusive interview during his recent 
visit to South Amboy. He remains 
unaffected and down-to-earth as 
he continues his climb to the major 
leagues, and is quick to praise oth-
ers for helping him.  He’s the real 
deal, about as American as apple 
pie, and a gentleman as well.

When I congratulated him on 
his great year, he acknowledged 
that “It was a great year,” but 
quickly complimented all of his 
coaches, teammates and strength-
conditioning coordinator, who 

Mulvey said that, “If it wasn’t for 
him, I don’t know if I could have 
stayed healthy the whole year.”

Kevin had many highlights 
in ‘07, starting with his first big-
league Spring Training camp with 
the Mets at Port St. Lucie, Florida.  
He got to pitch in is first MLB ex-
hibition game and also rang up his 
first strikeout in the majors against 
none other than Albert Pujols of the 
St. Louis Cardinals, who happens 
to be one of baseball’s greatest hit-
ters.  “Striking out Pujols was pretty 
exciting.  To be honest, I didn’t 
expect that to happen as it did.  It 
was pretty cool,” said Mulvey.

He also got to share the same 
clubhouse with established big-
league stars including future Hall-
of-Famer Tom Glavine.  Kevin 
smiled as he recalled some of his 
other Spring Training memories :  
“It was a great experience.  I got to 
share the clubhouse with a couple 
of future Hall-of-Famers, and also 

a couple of guys that are up and 
coming just like me.  All the guys 
met me with open arms.  Every 
single player on the Mets was nice 
to me and always helpful when I 
had questions or wanted to talk.  
Manager Willie Randolph was a 
great guy, and we had nothing but 
fun.”  Star pitcher, John Maine was 
the big-leaguer who Mulvey spoke 
with the most.  “He was very help-
ful to me, and said he knew what 
I was going through, knew all the 
thoughts in my mind.”  

He summed up Spring Train-
ing 2008 by saying, “It was un-
believable!  A great experience! 
I have nothing but great things to 
say about the Mets.   I get goose 
bumps when I think back upon 
everything I experienced during 
my first Spring Training.”

Mulvey was assigned to 
Binghamton in the Eastern League, 
and quickly became the number 
1 pitcher on a team that had to 
struggle most of the season to stay 
out of the cellar.  On July 9th, he 
pitched for the U.S. team in the 9th 
Annual Futures Game, a showcase 
of talent which was held in San 
Francisco at AT&T Park.  Kevin 
was also on the mound when the 
umpires halted the Eastern League 
All-Star contest because of dense 
fog.  It was one of few times that 
a professional baseball game was 
called because of that condition.

He turned in a respectable 
11-10 record, despite not having 
a solid team behind him.  His fine 
efforts were noticed by the Mets, 
and they promoted him to the New 
Orleans Triple-A team, just in time 
to help them in their battle for the 
playoffs.  “It was very exciting for 

me to get called.  I wish more of 
my Binghamton teammates got to 
experience that.  We struggled all 
year at the bottom of the league, and 
than to be able to get called up to a 
playoff race like that, and playing 
a game like that was tremendous!  
I pitched in the game that clinched 
a playoff berth, and also the game 
that clinched the first round of the 
playoffs, and sent us to the cham-
pionship series,” said Mulvey.  He 
was scheduled to pitch Game 5 of 
that series, but New Orleans was 
swept 3-0 in the best of 5 finals.  
The NY Mets honored Kevin for 
his superb season by naming him 
the organization’s “Pitcher of the 
Year.”

When asked to nail down the 
most memorable moment of the 
year, he said, “My last outing in 
Trenton, because it was close to 
home, and my family was there.  It 
was a lot of fun.”  Many local Mets 
and Kevin Mulvey fans felt that he 
would have gotten the call to Shea 
Stadium when the rosters expanded 
on September 1st, but he was sent 
to New Orleans.  I asked Kevin 
if he had any thoughts back then, 
of getting called by the Mets.  He 
said, “You kind of try not to think 
about it or worry about it.  That’s 
not up to me.  I can’t pack my bags, 
go to Shea, and say I’m here.  You 
have no control over what’s going 
to happen or where you’re going 
to be sent.  Decisions are going 
to be made, and you can’t make 
them.  You always have it in the 
back of your mind that you want 
to get up there.”

Mulvey, a very intelligent 
young man, realizes the uncertainty 
of professional baseball.  He has 

been mentioned in so many pos-
sible trade scenarios during the 
annual baseball winter meetings 
in Nashville, that his local fans are 
holding their breath every time a 
trade is mentioned on ESPN or in 
the daily newspapers.  You can bet 
that everyone is praying that Kevin 
will be with the Mets in 2008, and 
pitching at Shea Stadium where we 
can get to see him all the time, on 
TV or at the Stadium.

Always a hard-worker, he has 
been training at Villanova during 
the off-season with some of his old 
college teammates.  “I have all the 
facilities to work out and get done 
what needs to get done,” he said.  He 
now has a home in Port St. Lucie, 
and said, “I’ve been traveling back 
and forth.” 

One thing you can count on, is 
that whatever uniform Kevin wears 
in ‘08, he will be giving 100% plus 
as he has done his entire life.  Best 
wishes and good luck always go 
out to this fine gentleman!
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Moglia-Berecsky
Lisa M. Moglia, daughter of Marlene 

and Robert Moglia of South Amboy married 
Robert J. Berecsky, son of Donna and Robert 
Berecsky of Cliffwood Beach on October 13, 
2007.  The wedding ceremony was held at 
St. Bernadette Church in Parlin, followed by 
a reception at St. Clement’s Banquet Center, 
Matawan.

The bride is a graduate of Hoffman 
High School.  She holds a certificate in Legal 
Administration from The Cittone Institute, 
Edison.  She is a Legal Secretary with a law 
firm in Woodbridge.

Her husband is a graduate of Sayreville 
War Memorial High School. He holds a 
degree in communications and computer 
technology.  He is an electro-mechanic with 
a pharmaceutical company in Lakewood.

After honeymooning in Hawaii, the 
couple will reside in South Amboy.

Daddy-Daughter Dance
South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary will 

sponsor a Daddy-Daughter Dance on Fri., 
Feb. 8, at Madison Park Banquet Center.  
For more info, call 732-721-0400 or e-mail 
at greg@customfinancial.org.

Honor Roll 
Honor Roll of Distinction

6-2 Alexander Banoczi, Natalie Ghi-
gliotty, 6-3 Sabrina Myers, 6-4 Shannon 
McCleery, 5-1 Ofelia Javelosa, 5-2 Tyra 
Ward, 5-4 Amanda LaVigne, 4-3 Klaudia 
Radon,

4-4 Alyssa Makar, Brendan O’Keeffe, 
Hayley Schnyderite, 
Honor Roll

6-1 Shane Anderson, Michelle Es-
calante, John O’Connor, Adam Poland, 
Tyler Sullivan,

Alexis Wojtowicz 6-2 Ashley Buczek, 
Stephen Clark, Katrina Cruz, Shanna Hoff-
man, Anthony LaVigne, Daniel Murphy, 6-3 
Jessica Brinkerhoff, Courtney Buell, 

Marvin Deausen, Yvonnne Escareno, 
Delenn Gnizdowski, Scott Kwiatek,

 Jennell Webber 6-4 Meredithe Erickson, 
Erik Hillebrandt, Heather Kelleman, 

Sydney Saunders, 5-1 Amberlynn Carey, 
Bryan Richmond, 5-2 David Collazo, 

Cheyenne Moskal, Joshua Trapp, 5-3 
Skylar Lanigan, Thomas Lukie, Jacqueline 
Riley, Emily Trzeciak, Keith Warzecha, 
5-4 Olivia Hadlaw, Patrick O’Leary, Kyle 
Scully

4-1 Heaven Gallon, Margaret Guilfoyle, 
Mateusz Mroczkowski, Jayson Olivares, 

Dean Pagliaroli III, 4-2 Jareil Caraballo, 
Zachary Hassel, Daniel Mace, Emily Rand, 
Alexa-Rae Rosado, 4-3 Randy Breigle, 
Thereze Javelosa, Brianna Kaminsky, 

Matthew Koy, Erin McNeil, Jaime Per-
ez, Shjon Stonehill, 4-4 Sydney DeVoe, 

Victoria Pecoraino, Jonathan Peczinka, 
Savannah Seabrook.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIn
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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AP Scholar named
South Amboy High School is proud to 

announce that one of our recent graduates 
has earned the designation of AP Scholar 
by the College Board in recognition of her 
exceptional achievement on the college-level 
Advanced Placement Program (AP) Exams. 
The College Board’s Advanced Placement 
Program offers students the opportunity to 
take challenging college level courses while 
still in high school, and to receive college 
credit, advanced placement, or both for 
successful performance on the AP Exams.  
Only about eighteen (18) percent of students 
who took AP Exams performed at a suffi-
ciently high level to merit this recognition.  
We would like to congratulate Jacqueline 
Ostrander on being named an AP Scholar.  
By completing three or more AP Exams 
and scoring a three (3) or higher, this South 
Amboy High School graduate has earned 
this prestigious distinction.  Jacqueline is 
presently attending Ramapo College on a 
full scholarship. Congratulations to Jackie 
and her family!

Christmas Concert
Cardinal McCarrick High School invites 

you to share in the Christmas Spirit at its 
Christmas Concert on December 19th at the 
Little Theatre, starting at 7:30 p.m. 

Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa is a perfect candidate for back 

problems-he’s overweight.  The same holds 
true for us mortals.  Sometimes the cause 
of your back problems is not your back but 
your front, your “spare tire” may be the 
cause of your aching back.  And the solu-
tion to your back problems may not involve 
pills or surgery.

Your spine is the central support for 
your entire skeletal system.  It is designed 
for strength to support your body weight and 
flexibility to allow movement.  When healthy, 
your spine is S shaped with 3 natural curves.  
When these curves are in balance your body 
weight is evenly distributed.  To maintain 
this alignment, you need to have strong and 
flexible muscles in your back, legs and abdo-
men.  The abdominal muscles are especially 
important in supporting the spine.

A potbelly changes curvature of the 
back.  The stomach pulls the backbone 
forward, stresses muscles and ligaments are 
putting pressure on discs.  If you have 10 
extra pounds on your abdomen, you are put-
ting an additional 100 pound strain on your 
back.  This additional strain occurs because 
the lower part of your spine is not receiv-
ing adequate support from your weakened 
abdominal muscles.  Your back muscles try 
to maintain the proper spinal balance, but 
often end up strained or sprained.

Although extra weight does cause back 
problems, you can do something about 
it.  Follow a diet and exercise program to 
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen 
your muscles.  Develop healthy eating hab-
its that work for you.  And make exercise, 
diet and proper hygiene an important part 
of your day.

Fitness Classes 
Registration has started at the Sayreville 

Recreation Office, Dolan Street, for “Fitness 
and You” interested individuals may sign up 
from 8:30am-3:30pm Mondays-Friday. Each 
Saturday program, consisting of Yogalates 
and Fitness over 50, run for eight weeks, 
classes start at 9:30am and 10:45am. Cardio 
Sculpt classes are on Monday’s at 6:30pm 
running for 3 weeks and Wednesday’s run-
ning for 4 weeks.  Cost’s are as follows 
3 weeks for $25, 4 weeks for $30 and 8 
weeks for $55.  Classes start January 2, 
2008. For more information call Denise 
at 732-525-9536 or the recreation office at 
732-390-7092.
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Kiddies Corner

First Meeting-Vincent Lee, only 1 1/2 months old of South Amboy meets Santa Claus for 
the first time at nearby Keyport IHOP, located at 106 Route 36 (By Stop & Shop).  Santa 
has been known to stop in IHOP on Saturday mornings in December.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard) 

Holiday Food Drive
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski is 

sponsoring a Holiday Food Drive during 
the month of December, for the Middlesex 
County Food Organization & Outreach 
Distribution Service  (MCFOODS).  The 
Organization serves more than 50 food 
pantries and kitchens, but is running low 
on non-perishable items such as tomato 
products, peanut butter, canned vegetables, 
cereal, rice, pastas, stew, canned tuna, canned 
meats, jelly and canned fruits.

If you wish to donate for this worthy 
organization, call 732-316-1885, and ap-
pointment will be given to you between 9 
a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Ashley Sofilkanich (age 3) of South Amboy 
and her best friend Casey!
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

“Serving The Community Over 100 Years”

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Bailey, Alice A., 71, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 4.
Burlew, Thelma C., “Chickie,” 62, of 

Morgan died on Nov. 20.
Cardner, Helen, 97, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 18.
Coyle, Mary Ann, 82, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 10.
Dengelegi, David Sr., 53, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 29.
Deren, John Sr., 90, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 4.
Dominik, Walter “Duke,” 80, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Nov. 10.
Gorchinski, Martha, 86, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 19.
Grande, Emily L. Lauritsen, 67, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Nov. 9.
Grippaldi, Frank, 51, of Sayreville died 

Nov. 14.
Housman, Kathleen, 60, of South Am-

boy died on Nov. 18.
Hrankowski, Mary J., 87, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 4.
Jastrebski, Stanley “Jackson,” 81, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 2.
Kopsco, Esther J. Twardos, 80, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 28.
Krainski, Elizabeth “Betty” Anne, 57, 

formerly of Sayreville died on Oct. 28.
Krolick, Thomas J., 51, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 19.
Krutel, Anna, 80, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 4.
Lease, Emma Pohl, 88, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 21.
Lovely, Theresa, 73, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 6.
Malinowski, Elizabeth A. Quirk, 65, 

formerly of South Amboy died on Dec. 6.
Miranda, Joseph W., 52, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 24.
Morrissey, Myra, 38, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 2.
Mulroy, Helen, 82, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Nov. 18.
Nilsen, Douglas A. Sr., 68, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 2.
Novik, Pauline T. Blaska, 90, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Nov. 28.
Nowak, John F. Sr., 85, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 12.
Patterson, Virginia, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 17.
Poore, Cheryl A., 50, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 21.
Quinlan, Florence, 79, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 5.
Riggio, Joseph V., 63, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 24.
Sardella, Helen Kucharski, 95, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 6.
Stachow, Peter W. “Stash,” 53, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 26.
Stickle, Harry L., 86, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 25.
Timmons, Mary L., 88, formerly of 

Parlin died on Dec. 2.
Uhrig, Catherine “Kay” Krzyzkowski, 

70, of Sayreville died on Nov. 18.
Wiggins, Pamela, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 3.
Zach, Anna, 93 of Sayreville died on 

Dec. 2.

Jastrebski Played 
Pro Ball

By Tom Burkard
Stan “Jackson” Jastrebski, 81, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 2.  He was a stand-
out baseball player for Sayreville High in 
the 1940’s, and in ‘48, the shortstop was 
signed by the St. Louis Cardinals to play for 
their Geneva Redbirds club in the Alabama 
State League.  He and his good friend, John 
Wojcik also of Sayreville, were teammates 
at Geneva.  In 1950, he went to the Brewton 
club and switched to third base, where he 
had his best year in the minors, batting .255 
with 131 hits, 20 doubles, 9 triples, 70 RBI 
and 17 stolen bases.

School nurse 
Remebered

Theresa Lovely, 73, of South Amboy 
died on Dec. 6.  She was a highly-respected 
registered nurse at Sacred Heart School for 
many years before her retirement.  A fine 
person who was known for her kindness, 
caring and helpfulness, she will always be 
remembered.
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Old Country Buffet, located at Gateway Plaza in nearby Old Bridge recently closed its 
doors for the final time, after serving the local communities for many years.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)
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Local Church 
Schedules
For Christmas 
St. Bernadette Church

Pastor-Rev. James W. Hagerman
Christmas Eve Masses-4 p.m. 6 p.m. 

10 p.m.
Christmas Day Masses-9 a.m. 10:30 

a.m. 12 noon.

First Presbyterian Church (S. Amboy)
Christmas Eve-Candlelight Service 

7:30 p.m.

St. Mary Church
Pastor-Rev. Dennis Weezorak
Christmas Eve-Vigil Masses 5 p.m. 

7 p.m.
Christmas Day-Masses-8 a.m. 10 

a.m.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church
Pastor-Rev. Kenneth R. Murphy
Christmas Eve Masses-5 p.m. 12 

midnight.
Christmas Day Masses-7:30 a.m. 9 

a.m. 10:30 a.m. (Polish) 12 noon.

Sacred Heart Church
Pastor-Rev. Joseph V. Romanoski
Christmas Eve Masses-3:30 (Chil-

dren’s Liturgy) 12 Midnight (Christmas 
Carols at 11:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Masses-7 a.m. 8:30 
a.m. 10 a.m. 12 noon. 

Trinity United Methodist Church
Pastor Sunghee Park
Christmas Eve-7 p.m. Family Service 

11 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service.

Our Lady of Victories Church
Pastor Rev. Michael G. Krull
Christmas Eve Masses-4 p.m. 6 

p.m. (Children’s Mass) 11 p.m. (Carols 
at 10:30).

Christmas Day Masses-8 a.m.  10 
a.m.  12 noon.

Faith Fellowship Ministries World 
Outreach Center

Christmas Eve Service 6:30 p.m.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Surf Fishing 

for Striped Bass 
is getting better 
every day and 
so is jig fish-
ing for some 
nice keeper Bass 
from Party Boats. 
Lots of Bluefish are 
showing with some 
big ones mixed in.  
They should be leav-
ing but the water temperature is slow to 
cool. For this reason I don’t expect much in 
the way of Mackerel until after Christmas.  
Bluefishing is getting better and a few Por-
gies and Sea Bass are still around.  More 
Ling are showing up daily.  The few times 
I checked the local beaches, not much ac-
tion was noted, but that could change.  I did 
spend one afternoon casting for Stripers in 
a small boat by the 

Atlantic Highlands breakwater in mid 
November. I didn’t do anything.  There will 
be a meeting of the Atlantic Marine Fisheries 
Commission in mid December to decide the 
fate of the 2008 Fluke season.  So far, with 
more impending cuts to quota, it doe not 
look too good!
Fresh Water

There are still a god number of nice 
Trout being taken statewide from the Fall 
stocking.  Best bets are any major statewide 
streams in the northern part of the state. 
Large Mouth Bass fishing is very good if 
you want to travel south to the Manasquan 
Reservoir.  Water levels there are low, giv-
ing access to many good spots.  Try plastic 
worms. The Delaware still continues to give 
up its Smallmouth Bass.
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Pet’s World

Sugar Bolk, a 9-year old Jack Russell, who 
lives in Parlin, could barely wait until she 
finished her turkey, and got to the delicious 
dessert at her family’s Thanksgiving feast.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Are These 
Statements True Or 
False?

By Frank Hunt
1.The South Amboy City Garage is 

located (Obviously) in South Amboy.
2.When it was originally built in the 

early 1900’s, the infamous South Amboy 
“Hole-In-The-Wall” was a very small one-
way tunnel under the Pennsylvania Railway 
tracks suitable for horse and wagon travel 
only.  In 1922, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
(PRR) decided to make “The Hole-In-The-
Wall” a 2-way tunnel suitable for automobile 
travel because they felt that the citizens of 
South Amboy deserved this improvement 
in their daily travel between the Mechanic-
sville section of the city and the main area 
of South Amboy.

3.The Outerbridge Crossing is named 
in this manner because it is the last Bridge 
Crossing from the Outer section of New 
York City (Staten Island) to New Jersey 
(Perth Amboy).

4.Perth Amboy Mayor Joseph Vas is the 
tallest Mayor in the State of New Jersey.

Answers
1.False!  The South Amboy City Ga-

rage is located in Sayreville, NJ.  Check 
your map!

2.False!  No way!  In 1922, South Am-
boy Mayor Michael J. Stanton fought long 
and hard, tooth and nail with the PRR and 
its legal staff to get this necessary improve-
ment in inter-city travel for the citizens of 
South Amboy.

3.False!  The bridge is named for Eu-
genius H. Outerbridge, the first Chairman 
of the Port of New York Authority.  Why 
Crossing?  Well, they couldn’t call it the 
Outerbridge Bridge, could they?

4.As the old song goes: “It ain’t nec-
essarily so.”  South Amboy Mayor Jack 
O’Leary is a very tall man also, and there 
may be other very tall mayors serving 
throughout the State of New Jersey.  A 
back-to-back, shoes-off, on level-ground, 
Mayoral “Measure-off” would settle this 
issue.  If this Mayoral “Measure-off” should 
ever take place, may the tallest NJ Mayor 
emerge triumphant!

new Year Hike
Cheesequake State Park will hold a New 

Year hike on Jan. 6, 2008.  Enjoy the start of 
the year 2008 with a brisk hike through the 
trails of Cheesequake.  The Park Naturalist 
will interpret the winter sights and sounds 
during this one-hour hike.  Meet at the 
Interpretive Center at 1 p.m.  All ages are 
welcome to participate in this FREE event.  
For more info call 732-566-3208.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIn
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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PLEASE, GOD, LET IT SnOW
By Elaine Scott

The only thing better than having a 
white Christmas was when we had a heavy 
snowfall before the Holiday, too.  Waking in 
the morning to a view of opaque whiteness 
outside the bedroom window was a child’s 
dream come true.  Listening to the school 
closings on the radio and hearing Hoffman 
and Sacred Heart mentioned but not St. 
Mary’s was like having that dream start 
turning into a nightmare.  Finally, almost 
begrudgingly and with reluctance, the an-
nouncement would come.  There would be 
no school that day.

Snow days meant sleigh riding in a world 
transformed into a winter wonderland.  It 
also had meant waiting impatiently for the 
snow plow to clear the streets.  There was 
no need to wait, though, after an ice storm, 
the kind that spits icy needles against the 
windowpane before freezing as soon as it 
hits the ground.  For those of us who had 
grown up in Mechanicsville, that was when 
we’d all head to Monk’s Hill.

Before the woods at the top of Conover 
Street were cleared for development in 1960, 
there used to be a narrow “passage” leading 
to Wilmont Street between the woods and the 
Creed house.  Unpaved, loaded with rocks, 
and filled with bumps from soil erosion, few 
cars had ever attempted using it.  If they did, 

they usually hadn’t done so a second time.  
We all had called it, Monk’s Hill.  

To go sleigh riding, we had used heavy 
wooden sleds with runners made of steel. 
Rubbing soap on the runners would, literally, 
make the sleds fly over the ice, and fly we 
did, especially when going down Monk’s 
Hill.   First, we had needed to get to the top 
of the hill and getting there wasn’t easy.  
Dragging the heavy sleds up the steep incline 
by ropes attached to the steering handles, we 
used to slip, slide, and fall on the ice as we 
made our way slowly to the top.  Usually 
sharing one sled, probably for extra courage, 
we’d lie on our stomachs in layers of twos 
and threes.  I can still remember how it had 
felt as the sled began its descent, picking 
up speed with each passing inch of ground.  
Impossible to steer on the ice, the sled just 
flew over the hardened surface.  The bumps 
were big, bouncing us in the air as we held 
on as tight as we could.  The ride more often 
than not had ended when we hit one bump 
too many.   Being tossed sideways into the 
air, we’d find ourselves on our backs with the 
heavy steel runners of the sled resting on or 
near our faces.   Bruised and battered, we’d 
get up and do it all over again.  I think we 
not only enjoyed going down Monk’s Hill, 
but also surviving it each time we did.

When we got tired, we’d always end the 
day by taking our sleds to the top of Wilm-
ont Street for a non-stop ride to the bottom.  
Without caution of any kind, we’d take the 
hair-raising ride as though we had owned 
the street.  Soaring through the intersection, 
we’d just hope no cars would come through 
at the same time.  When they did, those steel 
runners on our sleds always let us weave our 
way around those cars to safety.  Thinking 
about it, there really was never a thought 
given to “sled safety” or safety in anything 
where children were concerned back then.  
In a way, I’m surprised anyone of us had 
survived our childhood at all.

Pulling those heavy sleds wasn’t easy, 
so, reaching the bottom of Wilmont Street 
often meant sleigh riding for the day was 
over.  Besides, by that time, only the heat of 
exertion had kept us from being frostbitten in 
the freezing temperatures.  With our cheeks 
a bright cherry red from the cold; our toes 
frozen in our rubber galoshes; and ice balls 
clinging to our sodden woolen hats and mit-
tens, we’d slowly start heading to our homes.   
Knowing that it would take hours for the 
radiators to dry our coats and galoshes, and 
not having anything else to wear, had made 
those walks sad ones.  Not wanting the day 
to ever end, we’d start silently praying the 
same prayer which was echoed in the minds 
of all the other kids throughout the area.  
With the unswerving childhood belief that 
He would always listen to our pleas, we’d 
fervently pray, “Please, God, let it snow 
again tonight.”

I wish a belated Happy Hannukkah to 
our Jewish friends, and a Merry Christmas 
to you all!!

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

Santa Photo 
Fundraiser

South Amboy Firefighter Bill Leveille 
will once again be holding his holiday ben-
efit, where children can visit and have their 
photos taken with Santa for a $1 donation.  
This year, the event will be held in honor of 
firefighter Stephen Dembski of Ridgefield 
Park, who perished in the line of duty after 
battling a house fire this past July.

The holiday benefit will take place on 
Dec. 15 and 17 from 7-9 p.m. at 217 South 
Pine Ave., South Amboy.  Other donations 
will also be appreciated.  Checks, made 
payable to Bill Leveille c/o Nancy Dembski 
will also be made.  Help fill the boot for a 
worthy cause and make a difference for this 
family at Christmas time!

2008

Have a Prosperous, 
Healthy & Happy
new Year
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L-R:  US Navy Officer Thomas Floersch, his son Thomas and wife Kristine, Deborah Marion 
and her daughter, Connie. (Photo by S. Conlon)

Local Veterans Honored at Our Lady of 
Victories School

On Thursday, November 8th OLV 
school students participated in the “Take 
A Veteran To School Day” national pro-
gram promoted by the History Channel. A 
program honoring local Veterans was held 
in the school gym. Special guests included 
members of the following organizations: 
Sayreville VFW Post 4699, Sayreville 
American Legion Post 211,  Metuchen 
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 233,  
Milltown U.S. Marine Corp League-John 
Basilone Detachment and Bagpipers from 
the South Amboy Col. D.B. Kelly Pipes & 
Drums.

Honored guests were US Navy Petty Of-
ficer First Class Thomas Floersch, Iraq War 
Veteran (OLV school parent) and  US Army 
First Lieutenant Edward Marion, currently 
serving in the Iraq war (brother of an OLV 
student). Officer Floersch and Lt. Marion’s 
mother, Deborah, spoke during the program.  
Students from the school honored living 
and deceased relatives who are Veterans 
with certificates of recognition and various 
grades performed patriotic songs to honor 
those who served and continue to serve our 
country.  The program was coordinated by 
teachers Mr. Joe Myers (USMC, Ret.) and 
Mrs. Joanne Hockenjos.

COnFESSIOnS.... “A SOUTH AMBOY 
CHRISTMAS STORY”

It was December of 1960 and we were 
driving back home from college “down 
South” for Christmas break in Joe Dugan’s 
souped-up 1956 Ford. The traveling con-
tingent consisted of the aforesaid Joe, the 
driver, a crafty Senior from the West Side of 
Manhattan, who stole something from your 
desk, closet, or wallet every time he came 
into your dorm room; Brendan McLaugh-
lin, a Saint Rose of Belmar graduate, but 
I forgave him for that; another Brendan, 
Brendan McGahey, from Shelter Island, 
NY, if you don’t’ know where it is, you’re 
not alone, but it’s an interesting place; and, 
finally, yours truly, the Ghost, hunched in 
the back seat next to Shelter Island Brendan, 
excited to the nth degree to be coming home 
to friends and family and South Amboy after 
those lonely, desolate months of anonymity 
that most freshman far away from home 
for the first time  seem to have to endure.   
We were passing through Washington, DC, 
but definitely not out of choice, for these 
were the days before I-95 and you either went 
through the confounding, miasmatic streets 
of DC, or you had to drive a time consuming 
extra hour or more out of your way to avoid it. 
We had left the campus grounds around 
noon time that day, so it was then about 9 
pm and we were just passing the Washington 
Monument when suddenly out of the static 
filled garble of the unfamiliar DC DJ voices, 
we picked up loud and clear from some 
strange overpowering radio station signal, 
the sweet, smooth, saccharine, and plaintive 
sound of a young girl singer’s lament, and I 
can still hear Linda Scott’s voice today.“I’ve 
told every little star, just how nice I think 
you a-a-are.   Why haven’t I-I-I told you?   
Da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da       Da-
da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da”

Even though this is the one song that 
was so bad that it possibly single-hand-
edly, opened the door for the just-around-
the-corner British Invasion dominance 
of US Airwaves ....I’ll always remember 
it with fondness because of this night. 
When the song ended the DJ’s voice came 
on and, much to our amazement, it was the 
imbecilic, but somehow soothing blather 
of none other than Murray the K, heir ap-
parent to the beloved and disgraced Allan 
Freed from the real rock and roll station, 

1010 WINS. However, in another amazing 
revelation we heard Murray say that he was 
on 77WABC, New York. Amazing because 
just four short months prior to this trip, in 
New York City, Rock and Roll Radio was 
still considered more or less second rate and 
easily dismissed by the music literati, and the 
big 50,000 watt stations were the domain of 
Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Tony Bennett, et 
al., but now the worm had turned and The 
Big Apple had finally embraced “our” music. 
Here in Washington, DC, over four hours 
and two hundred miles from NYC we were 
hearing our own “hometown” radio sta-
tion. These were the days of regional radio, 
where each locale had its own favorite songs 
and style. The NYC stations, thankfully, 
were heavily into DooWop, so for the next 
four hours as we winged our way towards 
our respective homes we luxuriated in the 
sounds of the current hits of 1960 and soon 
to be 1961.

 On the Baltimore-Washington Ex-
pressway we heard Runaround Sue, 
Runaway, Tossin’ and Turnin’, Quarter 
to Three; then as we were going past that 
airport in Delaware on Route 40 we heard, 
what time Is It? by the Jive Five, Will You 
Love Me Tomorrow by The Shirells, and 
Hurt by Timi Yuro; but the best music was 
somehow saved for the great grand daddy 
of all the super highways, the mighty New 
Jersey Turnpike and we heard Daddy’s Home 
by Shep and the Limelights, Those Oldies 
But Goodies by Caesar and the Romans, 
Marie’s the Name (of his latest flame) by 
Elvis;  Gene Dennen’s favorite song, This 
Time by Troy Shondel, Mary Fern’s fave, 
Darling Lorraine by The Knockouts,  A 
Million to One by Jimmy Charles, and 
Stay by Maurice Williams and the Zodi-
acs, every song better than the one before. 
These were the days before Cassettes, CD’s, 
DVD’s, Ipod’s, MP3’s, and even IUD’s; his 
was, “You take what we play on the radio 
and you like it!”  And we did, we did!! 
So now it’s the combination of those beau-
tiful songs on the radio and the inexorable 
movement towards home and hearth. How 
beautiful was the glowing, gargantuan Dela-
ware Memorial Bridge on that cold and clear 
December evening as it stretched over the 

continued on page 35
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Beatlemania Now 2 Concert was once again a big hit at St. Mary’s Gym. (Photo by Nicole 
Dale)

Bon Jovi At Benefit
By Tom Burkard

Former Sayreville resident and ultimate 
rock star/actor, Jon Bon Jovi will headline 
the Hope Concert III on Dec. 21 at the 
Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  The 
event will also feature performances by 
Southside Johnny Lyon, Gary U.S. Bonds, 
Bobby Bandiera and the Jersey Shore 
Rock-N-Soul Revue, Tim McLoone and 
The Shirleys, Mark Pender and Richie “La 
Bamba” Rosenberg.

The concert will benefit the Valerie Fund 
Center at Children’s Hospital, Monmouth 
Medical Center, which provides compre-
hensive support for children with cancer 
and blood disorders.

“Rosedale” A Busy Band
By Tom Burkard

Rosedale, a local classic Rock and Blues 
band is certainly building a reputation as 
one of the hottest young bands in the South 
Amboy-Sayreville.  This classic Rock and 
Blues band has been together since Spring 
2006, and have played many gigs including 
an appearance on CBS TV News-The Early 
Show, and opened for Southside Johnny & 
The Asbury Jukes at the Raritan Bay Sea-
food Festival.  They have also performed 
at the Sayreville’s Annual Fourth of July 
Celebration, and clubs such as Chubby’s, 

Finnigan’s, The Galaxy, The Blue Moon, 
and Cagney’s.

The group consists of Skyler Lutz on 
bass and vocals; Carnel St. Louis, the drum-
mer and vocalist; Mike Lefton-guitar, lead 
vocals and harmonica.

Rosedale’s goal is to stay together 
and develop their original songs, as well 
as adding to their list of classic songs.  For 
more information and booking call Joan at 
732-991-0840. 

#1 Pop Hits On 
Dec. 15
2001-U Got It Bad-Usher
1993-Again-Janet Jackson
1981-Physical-Olivia Newton-John
1970-The Tears Of A Clown-Smokey 
Robinson
1966-Good Vibrations-The Beach Boys
1950-Nevertheless
1944-The Trolley Song
1930-Embraceable You

#1 Country Hits On 
Dec. 15
1990-I’ve Come To Expect It-George 
Strait
1986-Hell And High Water-T.Graham 
Brown
1975-Love Put A Song In My Heart-Johnny 
Rodriguez
1969-Afraid Of Losing You-Charley Pride
1950-Goodnight Irene-Red Foley-Ernest 
Tubb
1945-Silver Dew On The Blue Grass To-
night-Bob Wills

The Music Trivia Challenge
By Tom Burkard

1.__Walk Away Renee a.Creedence Clearwater Revival
2.__Susan b.The 4 Seasons
3.__Hello Mary Lou c.The Left Banke
4.__Cracklin’ Rosie d.Dion
5.__Suzie Q e.The Buckinghams
6.__Sherry f. Ricky Nelson
7.__Runaround Sue g.The Starship
8.__Mustang Sally h.The Rolling Stones
9.__Angie i.Wilson Pickett
10._Anastasia j.John Denver
11._Annie’s Song k.Pat Boone
12._Sara l.Neil Diamond

Answers
1c 2e 3f  4l 5a 6b 7d 8i 9h 10k 11j 12g.

Top 20 TV Icons
The Top 20 Greatest TV Icons accord-

ing to a list compiled by TV Land network 
and Entertainment Weekly magazine are: 
1-Johnny Carson 2-Lucille Ball 3-Oprah 
Winfrey 4-Bill Cosby 5-Walter Cronkite 6-
Carol Burnett 7-Mary Tyler Moore 8-Jerry 
Seinfeld 9-Homer Simpson 10-Dick Clark 
11-Roseanne 12-Dick Van Dyke 13-Jackie 
Gleason 14-Ed Sullivan 15-”Not Ready 
For Primetime Players” 16-David Letter-
man 17-Bob Newhart 18-William Shatner 
19-Andy Griffith 20-Carroll O’Connor.  Do 
you agree?

Review: Beatlemania now 2
By Jerry Smith

”Well, she was just 17/You know what I 
mean/And the way she looked was way 
beyond compare/So how could I dance 

with another (ooh) And I saw her standin’ 
there.”

Those of us old enough to have grown up 
on Beatles music were 17 again in St. Mary’s 
Gym on November 17, if only for a couple of 
hours, as Beatlemania Now, a tribute to the 
Beatles made a return engagement to South 
Amboy complete with visual backdrops of 
the tumultuous decade of the 1960s.

The gym’s scoreboard read 1964 as the 
cast belted out some early Beatles hits such 
as I Want to Hold Your Hand; She Loves 
You; and I Saw Her Standing There. The 
show moved from simple pop love songs 
to more introspective tunes like Yesterday 
and Help.

After intermission, Beatlemania Now 
recaptured the Beatles sound of the Magi-

cal Years with Penny Lane; All You Need is 
Love and I Am the Walrus. The final scene 
treated the audience to later Beatles hits such 
as Get Back and Hey Jude.

As the cast performed Let It Be, we re-
membered how dissention among the Beatles 
played out amid much public angst. The song 
rang particularly true in St. Mary’s Gym the 
lyric “let it be” is a reference to Mary’s words 
to Gabriel in Luke 1:38. When the Beatles 
broke up it was an “hour of darkness,” testing 
our faith in the future as much as the social 
turmoil of the time.

Decades later, we inevitably find that 
the music of the Beatles perhaps the most 
enduring symbol of our youth has survived.  
Even today, if every note is played just right, 
Beatles songs have a way of restoring our 
faith in the future. “Speaking words of wis-
dom,” Beatlemania Now hit all the notes.

new Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music-DJ  732-316-9447
DARLENE LOVE- It’s Christmas, Of 

Course!  (Shout Factory)
  To list all of Darlene Love’s musical 

career, it would take up most of this news-
paper. Primarily known for the 60’s girl 
group The Crystals (“He’s a Rebel,” etc.), 
she lovingly chooses 12 Christmas tunes 
from the 70’s & 80’s to share with us. She 
turns Tom Petty’s Christmas All Over Again” 
into her own, with her thunderbolt, bluesy 
vocal style. The Pretenders’ “2000 Miles” 
is filled with a sweet, heartfelt yearning via 
Darlene’s unique voice, like it was written 
just for her. In 1963 Darlene cut the Christ-
mas classic, “Christmas (Baby Please Come 
Home)” for Phil Spector’s Christmas album 
(look for a vinyl copy- it’s great). Now she 
rocks out again on Stevie Wonder’s “What 
Christmas Means to Me” with  joy and a 
sparkle in her eyes. John Lennon’s “Happy 
X-Mas (War is Over)” is done powerfully, 
with hope and optimism, and unfortunately 
is as needed today as it was in 1970. Darlene 
will be doing her annual Christmas show at 
the Rose Theatre in NYC on Dec. 17.

CHRISTMAS WITH THE CHIP-
MUNKS/ GREATEST HITS- (EMI)

  Since first scurring up the charts in 
1958, Alvin and the Chipmunks (brothers 
Simon & Theadore), have put their trademark 
spin (“Alvin… Alvin… ALVIN!!”- hey, I 
had to say it) on many  pop, rock, & country 
songs. These albums have been digitally re-
mastered and are expanded with extra songs. 
There’s also a Chipmunk movie coming out 
in Dec, and these 2 CD’s (sold separately) 
will help get fans squeaked up and ready 
for their big screen adventure. Their Great-
est Hits includes 26 songs with versions of 
The Beatles’ “She Loves You,” and “Can’t 
Buy Me Love” that are really funny! “Witch 
Doctor” (one of my favorites), is still goofy 
and fun to sing along to. They added 11 
songs, but unfortunately, they omitted songs 
from their 80’s classic, Chipmunk Punk. 
“Rudolph…” Jingle Bells,’ and the one and 
only, “The Chipmunk Song (Christmas Don’t 
Be Late)” will have you singing along with 
the rest of the gang. There’s even a bonus 
track, a remake of  “Christmas…” with 
Canned Heat that will rock your mistletoe 
! These 2 releases are available on CD and 
vinyl. So, from Alvin, Simon & Theadore, 
& Darlene, have a cool yule!

Celebrity Meetings
Local Met The Beatles-Twice!

By Tom Burkard
How many people from South Amboy or 

Sayreville can say that they met The Beatles?  
Probably very few.  A South Amboy native 
and businesswoman, Rosanne Cross-Savoi, 
owner of O’Ireland Irish & Celtic Imports in 
South Amboy had the opportunity to meet 
Beatles on two occasions.

In 1971, she was at a club in London 
hosting a party for The Monkees, and sat at 
the same table with John and Cynthia Len-
non, and Paul McCartney and Jane Asher.  
Talk about a night to remember, she not only 
met the two greatest songwriters of all time, 
but also Tom Jones, Lulu, as well as Peter 
Tork and Davey Jones of the Monkees.  “The 
Beatles were modest despite their fame and 
popularity,” she said in a 1996 SA Times 
interview.

Several years later, she unbelievably 
defied all odds, and ran into John Lennon 
in Manhattan.  A friend of Rosanne’s had 
an apartment in New York, and Lennon 
happened to live in the same building.  This 
was before he moved into the Dakota, where 
he was murdered.

“I met him in the elevator, and he was 
very friendly, and we had a chit-chat,” said 
the long-time Beatles fan.  “I was very ex-
cited to meet them, although each occasion 
was pure coincidence,” said Cross-Savoi.  
One of Rosanne’s most prized possessions 
is a rare photo of John and Yoko by Amy 
Leibowitz.

*If you have any great memories of 
meeting celebrities, please e-mail them to 
us at: satimes@aol.com.
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South Amboy High School recently held its annual Homecoming Dance at the school.  Once 
again the school’s dining room was transformed into an elegant hall.  The dance floor was full 
throughout the entire night and everyone had a great time.  Pictured (l-r) is this year’s royal 
court. Front row: 9th grade Princess, Danielle Tucka, 10th grade Princess, Tara Longenhagen, 
11th grade Princess, Kelsey Anderson and 12th grade Queen, Brianna Septor.  Back row: 
9th grade Prince, Kevin Sinka, 10th grade Prince, Dylan Brown, 11th grade Prince, Kyle 
Septor, and 12th grade King Larry Lenahan.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Rivals, never Enemies
By The Ghost 2

One of my fondest memories of playing 
high school sports, particularly basketball 
was the tremendous, fierce rivalry that 
existed between Hoffman and St. Mary’s, 
but we were rivals, never enemies.  Just 
about everyone knew each other and were 
friends or friendly.  Most of us had known 
each other all our lives and had played with 
or against each other out in the streets for 
years.  For example, Bob Poetsch had lived 
down Henry St. and I lived on the corner of 
Stevens Ave.  We had played together along 
with his older brother Paul, forever.  I used 
to help him deliver the Perth Amboy news-
paper.  When he gave the route up, I took 
it over for him.  One other incident sticks 
in my memory from senior year.  The night 
we were playing Hoffman at our gym, as I 
stepped out of my house on Stevens Ave. 
to walk over to the gym, John Lange was 
passing by.  You might have thought we 
were teammates if you didn’t know better.  
We greeted each other and walked together 
to the gym, talking about whatever.  When 
we got there we wished each other good 
luck, and went our separate ways to prepare 
to meet again in an hour or so on the court.  
That’s the way it was living in a small town 
where we all knew each other.  That night, 
John would score 19 points, Bob 12, and I 
chipped in 10.  Hoffman won 54-50 in over-
time.  Three weeks later at Hoffman, we won 
52-47.  John and Bob would both eventually 
be All-County players.  I wouldn’t be.  One 

final note on a vivid memory some 45 years 
later, and that is the atmosphere that existed 
inside our respective gyms.  You would have 
had to be there to feel the electric in the air.  
To get a seat inside Hoffman’s gym, you 
had to arrive about an hour before the start 
of the JV game starting at 6:30 p.m.  Every 
seat in the bleachers would be immediately 
taken.  Then, the fire marshal must have 
closed his eyes, because every other inch of 
standing space was crammed with additional 
sweaty bodies surrounding the playing court.  
The noise level was incredible, causing 
a tremendous adrenaline rush.  What an 
atmosphere to play ball in!  Msgr. Griffith 
gym could seat about 1,500 of which every 
seat would be gobbled up long before game 
time.  Additional folding chairs were placed 
under the near basket and up on the stage.  
I have a picture that appeared in the Perth 
Amboy Evening News of Athletic Director 
Mr. Johnny Z., Superintendent James Tu-
stin, Principal James Dobrzynski, Woody 
McCarthy, and my mother, all sitting on 
the stage watching the game together.  The 
balcony was also filled.  Needless to say, the 
noise level rivaled a jet engine.  As I said, 
the players were friendly towards each other.  
But the same could not be said for the rival 
fans verbally supporting their team.  Pity 
the unfortunate officials.  No matter what 
the call, it was bound to displease one side 
or the other.  Or the distraction fans would 
try to create for any would-be foul shooter 
could be quite unnerving.

The South Amboy First Aid and Fire Departments were presented with checks from Frog 
Hollow Swim Club for a total of $3000.00.  The donations are from the proceeds of Frog 
Hollow’s Annual 5K Run and Health Walk.  Pictured (l-r) Bill Parsons, President South Amboy 
First Aid Squad, Jim Larkin, Fire Chief, Larry Martin, 2nd Assistant Chief South Amboy Fire 
Department and Dan McCrone from Frog Hollow. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

“A SOUTH AMBOY CHRISTMAS STORY”
continued from page 33

Delaware River teasing us with a flicker-
ing glimpse of our Garden State!  Then each 
Turnpike Exit was being counted off heading 
North: Walt Whitman Bridge, Ben Franklin 
Bridge, Cherry Hill, Bordentown, James-
burg, New Brunswick, and then I was being 
let off right on Turnpike over in Woodbridge, 
lifted back over the pitch black Raritan River, 
and asking my parents to take a quick ride 
down Broadway before we went home. 
A hometown girl wrote to me and mentioned 
in one of her letters that they had earlier put 
up the Christmas lights and that it made 
Christmas seem that much closer. I never 

was one to pay attention to things like that 
in those days, but ever since that first night 
back looking at the Christmas lights strung 
over The Trust Company to where The Land-
mark Tavern stands today, I’ve recognized 
that those lights have a truly magical quality, 
mean a lot to many people, and more than 
one South Amboy person spending Christ-
mas away from home would give anything 
to stand on Broadway looking up and taking 
in that sight.

Merry Christmas, 
The Ghost
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